Just Show Up

August 1, 2008

No, this topic isn’t about Steve Szklarek, or a poke at Nike®, it’s about fundamentals of our walk with Christ.  In a past life, circa 1993, I was doing a consulting engagement with a very large professional association.  The senior manager for the association’s lobbying function in Washington said something to me, almost in passing, that stuck with me to this day.  He said:

“The world is run by the people who show up.”

Read:

· Matthew 1:18-25
· Genesis 6:12-22
· Exodus 3:10-11
· Mark 1:16-18
· Matthew 8:5-8
Discussion Questions

1. What unique characteristics did the principals in each scripture passage have?  Were there common characteristics or attributes?





2. What did God require of the principals in these scriptures?





3. What do you think it means, in the context of our Christian walk, to “show up”?





4. What kind of preparation does it take to be ready to “show up”?





5. Can you share times when you “showed up”?  When you didn’t “show up”?
Matt 1:18 - 25

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"-- which means, "God with us."  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. (NIV)

Gen 6:12-22

And God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth. Then God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth. "Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with rooms, and shall cover it inside and out with pitch. “And this is how you shall make it: the length of the ark three hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. "You shall make a window for the ark, and finish it to a cubit from the top; and set the door of the ark in the side of it; you shall make it with lower, second, and third decks. "And behold, I, even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life, from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall perish. "But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark-- you and your sons and your wife, and your sons' wives with you. "And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every {kind} into the ark, to keep {them} alive with you; they shall be male and female. "Of the birds after their kind, and of the animals after their kind, of every creeping thing of the ground after its kind, two of every {kind} shall come to you to keep {them} alive. "And as for you, take for yourself some of all food which is edible, and gather {it} to yourself; and it shall be for food for you and for them." Thus Noah did; according to all that God had commanded him, so he did. (NAS)

Exod 3:10-11

“Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt." But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?" (NAS)

Mark 1:16-18

And as He was going along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of Simon, casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men." And they immediately left the nets and followed Him. (NAS)

Matthew 8:5-8

And when He had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, entreating Him, and saying, "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering great pain." And He said to him, "I will come and heal him." But the centurion answered and said, "Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed. (NAS)

