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The Fruit of the Spirit

Please read Galatians 5:16-26.  Here Paul writes about living by the Spirit and not be our sinful desires.  In these verses we see Paul showing us the contrast in fruits in the lives of people who are lead by the spirit vs. the fruits in the lives of people lead by self.  These two lives are in conflict with one another.  Let’s look at the questions below to see why there is conflict and how we can win this battle.

1) Why does God want us to bear “Fruit”?

2) Is it fair to use the “Fruit” to identify if a person is a follower of Christ?  Why or Why Not?

3) Is it possible to have good and bad fruit in a person’s life at the same time?  Explain your answer.

4) When we read Matthew 7:16-18 “By their fruit you will recognize them.  Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit and a bad tree cannot ear good fruit.”

a. Does this change your answer or thoughts on the previous question (#3)?  Explain.

5) For a tree or a plant to bear good fruit it must be cultivated.  What does the “cultivating” look like in our lives?

6) What does the fruit look like in our lives?  Which fruits are easily identifiable and which ones still need plenty of pruning?

