Vote!

October 31, 2008

Scripture References:

· Matt 22:17-21

· Rom 13:1-8

· Titus 3:1-2

· 1 Pet 2:13-16

Tuesday is Election Day and it has been an intense campaign, “salted” with the financial “crisis”, mudslinging and rhetoric galore.  Let’s take this morning, as we come up on the day to vote, to examine what the Christian’s role is in our election process.

WARNING: This is NOT to be a discussion about for which candidate we should vote or a platform to push your candidate, party or personal political philosophy.  Let’s keep this about the process!

Discussion questions:

1. What does our Christian faith call us to do with respect to participating in the election process?  Do we participate?  Why or why not?





2. For those who answer “yes” to (1), what role does our Christian faith play in our deciding for whom to vote?  Are there specific issues that (or should) serve as litmus tests (e.g. abortion, tax increase/decrease, health care …etc.)?





3. As the spiritual head of the household, is it appropriate to lead family members to vote a specific way?  To vote at all?





4. All of the scriptures I quote are from the New Testament.  In the Old Testament, there are numerous examples of God punishing rulers and the people whom they rule.  Do you believe that the United States is or could be punished by God for our election decision or as a result of the governing of whomever is elected?

Matt 22:17-21

"Tell us therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?" But Jesus perceived their malice, and said, "Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites? "Show Me the coin {used} for the poll-tax." And they brought Him a denarius. And He said to them, "Whose likeness and inscription is this?" They said to Him, "Caesar's." Then He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that are God's." (NAS)

Rom 13:1-8

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing. Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. (NIV)

Titus 3:1-2

Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be uncontentious, gentle, showing every consideration for all men. (NAS)

1 Pet 2:13-16

Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. (Act} as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but {use it} as bondslaves of God. (NAS)

