Famous Last Quotes
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Last words of famous people at death:

Jesus: “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit.”

Stephen the first Christian Martyr, as he was being stoned to death:
"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!"

Leonardo da Vinci, artist, d. 1519:

“I have offended God and mankind because my work did not reach the quality it should have.”

Andrew Jackson, US President, d. 1845

“Oh, do not cry - be good children and we will all meet in heaven.”

Alben William Barkley, U.S Senator and Vice President d. 1956

“I’m glad to sit on the back row, for I would rather be a servant in the House of the Lord than to sit in the seats of the mighty.”

Scripture: Matthew 20: 1-16 and Acts 5: 1-11 

Questions:

1)  What is Jesus telling us in the parable of the vineyard workers?  What does this look like in your life? 

2) Why did Ananias and Sapphira suddenly drop dead in Acts 5: 1-11?  

3) Who was responsible for the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira?  Was it God, Peter or themselves?   

4) What can we learn from the story of Ananias and Sapphira? Why is this so difficult?

5) Discuss any of the famous last quotes and how they apply to you.

Last words spoken by famous people at death, or shortly before:

Ethan Allen, American Revolutionary general, d. 1789

In response to an attending doctor who attempted to comfort him by saying, "General, I fear the angels are waiting for you."

Waiting are they? Waiting are they? Well--let 'em wait.

P. T. Barnum, entrepreneur, d. 1891

How were the receipts today at Madison Square Garden?

Humphrey Bogart, actor, d. January 14, 1957

I should never have switched from Scotch to Martinis.

Julius Caesar, Roman Emperor, d. 44 BC

Et tu, Brute?


Joan Crawford, actress, d. May 10, 1977 

To her housekeeper, who had begun to pray aloud.

Damn it . . . Don't you dare ask God to help me.


Dominique Bouhours, French grammarian, d. 1702

I am about to -- or I am going to -- die: either expression is correct.

Bing Crosby, singer / actor, d. October 14, 1977

That was a great game of golf, fellers.

Diana (Spencer), Princess of Wales, d. August 31, 1997

My God.  What's happened?

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, US President, d. 1945

He died of a cerebral hemorrhage.

I have a terrific headache.

General John Sedgwick, Union Commander, d. 1864

Killed in battle during US Civil War.

They couldn't hit an elephant at this dist. . . .


H. G. Wells, novelist, d. 1946

Go away. I'm all right.

Oscar Wilde, writer, d. November 30, 1900

Either that wallpaper goes, or I do.


Matthew 20: 1-16

For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard.  He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.  About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing.  He told them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.'  So they went.  He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing.  About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, 'Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?'  Because no one has hired us,' they answered.  "He said to them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard.'   

“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.' "The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius.  So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more.  But each one of them also received a denarius.   When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 'These men who were hired last worked only one hour,' they said, 'and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.'  "But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn't you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. Don't I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?' 

"So the last will be first, and the first will be last."

Acts 5: 1-11 

Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property.  With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet.   Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?  Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God."  When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened.  Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him. 

About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.  Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?" "Yes," she said, "that is the price."  Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also."  At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.

