Thanksgiving, Part II

November 28, 2008

Barry stole my topic.

Tough.

According to Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Thanksgiving is:

The aspect of praise that gives thanks to God for what He does for us. Ideally, thanksgiving should spring from a grateful heart; but it is required of all believers, regardless of their initial attitude. We should be grateful to God for all things, but especially for His work of salvation and sanctification. We ought also to thank God in anticipation of His answering our prayers, knowing that His answers will always be in accord with His perfect will for our lives.

1. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  The definition says: Ideally, thanksgiving should spring from a grateful heart; but it is required of all believers, regardless of their initial attitude.  How do you do thankfulness when your attitude isn’t all that thankful?





2. Read Colossians 3:17.  The definition says: We should be grateful to God for all things, but especially for His work of salvation and sanctification.  When you pray in thanksgiving, whom do you thank … Jesus or God the Father?  Does it matter?





3. Read Philippians 4:6.  The definition says: We ought also to thank God in anticipation of His answering our prayers, knowing that His answers will always be in accord with His perfect will for our lives.  Do you thank Him in advance?  If/when you do and the answer to your prayer is not what you wanted/expected, how does that affect your continuing thankfulness?





Scripture References:

1 Thes 5:16-18:  Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. (NIV)

Col 3:17:  And whatever you do in word or deed, {do} all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. (NAS)

Phil 4:6:  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. (NIV)
