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Paul’s Speech in Athens

(Read Acts 17: 16-34)

I would recommend reading all of Acts chapter 17 so you can get the full context of the story.  Paul’s speech in Athens is a great example for us to follow when we are telling others about our God – Jesus! 

Let’s examine Paul’s speech in the context and culture it was presented and see if it has relevance for us today.

Questions:

1) Paul was distressed to see that the city was full of idols (v.16).  What would be the idols that people worship in our city?  In our lives?

2) Two of the major schools of philosophy that Paul encountered were the “Epicureans” and the “Stoics” (v.18).  What did these philosophies believe in?

3) What is the “Areopagus” (v.19-21)?

4) What do you think the purpose of Paul’s opening statement at the Areopagus? (v.22-23)

5) Explain the significance on how Paul described God and His relationship to mankind? (v. 24-25)

6) Paul spoke of God’s creation and sovereignty.  Why has God revealed Himself to Man?  (v. 26-27)

7) What is the significance about the quotes Paul uses in verse 28: “For in him we live and move and have our being” and “We are his offspring”?

8) What is the significance to Paul’s closing remarks in verse 29-31?

9) Did Paul’s speech work?  (v.32-34)

*Ideas from a presentation by Leith Anderson (Senior Pastor at Wooddale Church, Minnesota) at a conference with the Navigators.

