The Where of God

May 1, 2009

Scripture:

· Genesis 1:1

· Exodus 3:14

· John 1:1-4

· Revelation 1:8

The attached article appeared in the spring issue of Notre Dame Magazine.  It is written by a Catholic priest, retired from our faculty.  I found the article refreshing and a wonderful perspective.  Though we may not agree with some of the “theology”, let’s not pick that apart but rather stay focused on the outline below.

For our discussion this morning, I’ve highlighted some quotes from the article that I found fascinating and, in some cases compelling to deeper thought and pondering.

So, here are the quotes and the general “questions” are:

· What do you think of this quote?

· Do you agree with it? Disagree with it?  Why?

1. God does not have an existence; God is existence




2. There is no container for God plus us. If there were, that container would be God.




3. We are in God’s world, not God in this world, our world.




4. God is not a piece of data open to empirical scientific evidence.




5. The tradition I know and trust does not plump for a pantheistic God. Were we but a chip off the old block, belief in God would be much simpler. But we are not absorbed in God. We were created from nothing to be in relation with God, whose eternal and infinite love we received from all eternity. If you are at least baffled, now you are talking about God.




6. I would not want to know a God whom I could comprehend.

Article Link:  http://magazine.nd.edu/news/11169
Pantheistic - The doctrine that God is the transcendent reality of which the material universe and human beings are only manifestations: it involves a denial of God's personality and expresses a tendency to identify God and nature.

Genesis 1:1

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (NIV)

Exodus 3:14

God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: `I AM has sent me to you.'" (NIV)

John 1:1-4

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. (NIV)

Revelation 1:8

"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty." (NIV)

