Friday Morning 05/22/2009

Jesus, Leviticus, and Jubilee

Scripture passages

Luke 4 (New International Version)

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 

 14Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 

 16He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 17The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:  18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed,   19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."  20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."  22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. "Isn't this Joseph's son?" they asked.  23Jesus said to them, "Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.'"  24"I tell you the truth," he continued, "no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah's time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27And there were many in Israel with leprosy[b] in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian."  28All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. 30But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.

Isaiah 61 (New International Version)
The Year of the LORD's Favor 

 1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,

 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 

Leviticus 25 (New International Version)

The Sabbath Year 

 1 The LORD said to Moses on Mount Sinai, 2 "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'When you enter the land I am going to give you, the land itself must observe a sabbath to the LORD. 3 For six years sow your fields, and for six years prune your vineyards and gather their crops. 4 But in the seventh year the land is to have a sabbath of rest, a sabbath to the LORD. Do not sow your fields or prune your vineyards. 5 Do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the grapes of your untended vines. The land is to have a year of rest. 6 Whatever the land yields during the sabbath year will be food for you—for yourself, your manservant and maidservant, and the hired worker and temporary resident who live among you, 7 as well as for your livestock and the wild animals in your land. Whatever the land produces may be eaten. 

The Year of Jubilee 

 8 " 'Count off seven sabbaths of years—seven times seven years—so that the seven sabbaths of years amount to a period of forty-nine years. 9 Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement sound the trumpet throughout your land. 10 Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; each one of you is to return to his family property and each to his own clan. 11 The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; do not sow and do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the untended vines. 12 For it is a jubilee and is to be holy for you; eat only what is taken directly from the fields. 

 13 " 'In this Year of Jubilee everyone is to return to his own property.

1. What is the connection between the passages in Luke, Isaiah, & Leviticus?

2. Jesus presented himself to the people in his hometown and was rejected. He had read Scripture there customarily. This time was a little different. What was Jesus saying when he stated; “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”?

3. What part did Jesus leave out of the Isaiah passage? Why?

4. God laid out some pretty severe penalties for those who did not keep the Sabbath years and particularly Jubilee (Lev. 25:18). In fact, some scholars believe failure to keep Jubilee and Sabbath years resulted in the Jews falling into captivity. Is there a New Testament equivalent to keeping Jubilee & Sabbath years? (Hint: Jesus alludes to it in the passage above.) How can we keep it today?

5. What was Jesus’ purpose in quoting Isaiah? How did He fulfill that passage?

6. What is the most significant thing about these passages for you?

