Decisions, Decisions...

(based on “The Best Question Ever” podcast by Andy Stanley)

Proverbs 28:26- “He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, But he who walks wisely will be delivered.”

 1. Do you have any examples of dumb decisions you've either made yourself, or seen people make?

 a) What are some of the reasons we make dumb decisions?

 2. What are some of the most important decisions we have to make?

 a) When making important decisions, what are some of the questions we typically ask?

 3. It's Stanley's belief that the best question we can ask is;  “In light of my past, my current circumstances, and my future hopes & dreams, what is the wise thing for me to do?”

 a) How is this question different than the ones we often ask when trying to define limits or make decisions?

 b) How is it different for different people?

 4. What are some things that can make determining the “wise decision” difficult?

 5. What are some questions that the Bible doesn't specifically address?

 a) How does asking, “What's the wise thing for me to do?” help shed light on these issues?

 6. Read Proverbs 2:1-6; 9-12.  What are the benefits of wisdom?

 7. In the podcast, Andy says “Nobody plans to mess up his life, the problem is few of us plan not to”  What are your thoughts about that statement?

 8. Here's another one from the podcast, “Wise people know when they don't know, and they're not afraid to go to those who do know for counsel”.  

 a) Read Genesis 41: 14-43

· How does this passage relate to Stanley's quote from above?

· Why do we often resist seeking the counsel of others?

 9. Read Proverbs 1: 22-29:

 a) What is a “fool”?

 b) What is a “mocker”?

 10. Ephesians 5: 15-16, “Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.”

 a) What does “the days are evil” mean? 

 11. Rewind your life back 10 or 20 years ago.  How would your life be different today had you followed Stanley's advice, and asked yourself when making decisions, “What is the wise thing for me to do”?

 a) Of course, asking the question is the easy part, isn't it?  Submitting to the answer can be more difficult.  Agree?

 12.  Are you facing any important decisions right now?  Does asking yourself Stanley's question help you shed any light on what you should do?

