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Introduction:

Over the past several months I have been in three different Roman Catholic Churches: twice for funerals and once for a wedding.  On all three occasions the following prayer was sung:  

Jesus Lamb of God you take away the sins of world, have mercy on me.

Although I was raised in the Roman Catholic Church, I had not fully realized how meaningful and beautiful these words were.  Unfortunately, growing up they were just repetitive words.  But for some reason, this prayer is now stuck in my mind.   So I decided to research the subject and prepare a study so that I can share my findings with you.

Kyrie eleison in Greek means Lord have mercy and is the common name of a prayer recited in Catholic and some Protestant liturgies after the rite (ritual) of Penance.    The phrase is recited three times in reference to the Holy Trinity.  I can recall from my youth, many Catholics lightly beating their fist against their heart as the prayer was recited.  In some versions of this prayer, the priest or liturgical leader offers short supplications and the congregation responds by alternating Lord have mercy with Christ have mercy (Christe eleison).   

This morning let’s explore Kyrie eleison together.

Scripture: (Focus on scripture highlighted in bold, use other passages for question 5 if necessary)

Psalm 51 






Luke 18:9-14

Hebrews 4:12-16

Genesis 4:9-16

Jude 1:17-23

Mathew 23:23

1 Chronicles 21:13 

John 1:19-34 

Exodus 12:1-13

Matthew 15:21-28 

Matthew 17:14-20 

Matthew 9:27-31 

Matthew 20:29-34

Discussion Questions:

1) What does it mean to have mercy?

2) Is mercy something that is common in our culture?

3) Read Genesis 4:9-16.  Cain has just killed his brother Abel, and God is speaking with him about the incident.  Does God serve justice upon Cain or grant mercy?   

4) Read Psalm 51, Luke 18:9-14 and Hebrews 4:12-16.  What does this teach you about God’s mercy?

5) There are numerous biblical accounts of people asking for mercy.  List as many as you can and discuss.  (Bonus question – What biblical figure most often requests mercy?)   

6) Have you ever been requested to show someone mercy?  Was it easy or difficult?

7) Have you ever asked someone for mercy?  

8) How often do you pray Lord have mercy on me?  In some church services, this request is repeated up to a hundred times.  Is this necessary? 

9) Is there a difference between mercy and grace?  Discuss why or why not?

10) In John 1:19-34: Why did John the Baptist refer to Jesus as the Lamb of God?  From what I can tell he had not met him previously.  What is the significance of the Lamb and why is it so important in Jewish culture?  

Psalm 51

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
       according to your unfailing love; 
       according to your great compassion 
       blot out my transgressions. 

 2 Wash away all my iniquity 
       and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3 For I know my transgressions, 
       and my sin is always before me. 

 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 
       and done what is evil in your sight, 
       so that you are proved right when you speak 
       and justified when you judge. 

 5 Surely I was sinful at birth, 
       sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

 6 Surely you desire truth in the inner parts [a] ; 
       you teach [b] me wisdom in the inmost place. 

 7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
       wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
       let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 

 9 Hide your face from my sins 
       and blot out all my iniquity. 

 10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
       and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

 11 Do not cast me from your presence 
       or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
       and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
       and sinners will turn back to you. 

 14 Save me from bloodguilt, O God, 
       the God who saves me, 
       and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 

 15 O Lord, open my lips, 
       and my mouth will declare your praise. 

 16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 
       you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 

 17 The sacrifices of God are [c] a broken spirit; 
       a broken and contrite heart, 
       O God, you will not despise. 

 18 In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; 
       build up the walls of Jerusalem. 

 19 Then there will be righteous sacrifices, 
       whole burnt offerings to delight you; 
       then bulls will be offered on your altar.

Luke 18:9-14

9To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee stood up and prayed about[a] himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' 

 13"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 

 14"I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."

Hebrews 4:12-16

 12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

 14Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens,[a] Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 16Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Jude 1:17-23

 17But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18They said to you, "In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires." 19These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. 

 20But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. 21Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 

 22Be merciful to those who doubt; 23snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.

