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The rules of golf are very precise and many good golfers are tempted to bend them. In 1987, Craig Stadler placed a towel on the ground before hitting a shot from beneath a tree. He said it was to keep his slacks clean, but he was declared in violation of Rule 13-2 which prohibits “building a stance.” The penalty cost him $37,000.

One golfer known for his impeccable integrity was Bobby Jones. Years ago, Bobby called a one-stroke penalty on himself, causing him to lose the U.S. Open by a single stroke. When praised for his honesty, Bobby said “There is only one way to play the game. You might as well praise a man for not robbing a bank.” 

Integrity comes from the Latin word integritas, which means wholeness, entireness or completeness. The root word “integer” is often used in math to represent a whole number, meaning untouched, intact and entire. Literally, integrity means you have a complete soul. 

Proverbs 13:6  Righteousness guards the man integrity, but wickedness overthrows the sinner.

Proverbs 29:10  Bloodthirsty men hate a man of integrity and seek to kill the upright.

1. How would you define integrity? Do you think that integrity and character are the same?
2. Why is integrity important?

3. How is integrity demonstrated in the work place?

4. What steps of integrity could you take to protect yourself from temptation?

1 Corinthians 15:33  Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character”
5. In what ways (good or bad) have your friends influenced your integrity? How have you influenced theirs?
6. How do you react towards those who live a life of integrity?

7. What examples come to mind, good or bad, when it comes to integrity and sports? Are you finding it easier to come up with the bad examples or the good ones?

