Friday Morning 03-26-2010
                      Seeds


For the last few weeks I have been haunted by a chance meeting with an “un-couple” who were filled with venom and outright hatred for each other. There did not seem to be any remnant of the love & like that they must have shared at one time. I have been wondering how this mutual hatred was cultivated. I started to think about all the small things, or seeds, that form the basis for many aspects of our relationships.

The parable of the Sower in Luke chapter 8 focuses on the fertility of the ground. Jesus talked about how the seed is the Word and the soil is us & we can be receptive, but influenced by Satan, temptation, or the cares of the world. For this discussion, I would like to look at the seeds that we plant. I believe that we can, through the power of the Holy Spirit, plant the will and the Word of God through what we say and do; but I also believe that we can plant seeds of disunity & destruction. I would like to look at the butterfly effect that our seeds have on those with whom we are in contact.

Scripture Passages:

1 John 3:8-9 NIV He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. (9) No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.

1 Peter 1:22-23 KJV  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:  (23)  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

James 1:19-27 KJV  Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:  (20)  For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.  (21)  Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.  (22)  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.  (23)  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:  (24)  For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.  (25)  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.  (26)  If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain.  (27)  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

James 1:19-27 NIV (©1984)
My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, (20) for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. (21) Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. (22) Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. (23) Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror (24) and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. (25) But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does. (26) If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. (27) Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.

Questions: (questions in bold most interested me)

1.Define terms: What do positive & negative seeds in this context look like?

2. How much effort does it take to plant a good seed? A bad seed?

3. Imagine that you were in a relationship like the couple above that could not reconcile. How do you think relationships like this become irreconcilable?

4. Do you have seeds of regret (Seeds that have done harm)? Seeds of life (seeds that foster love)? Explain.

5. How can we mend the damage that we have done with our bad seeds? How can we prevent planting bad seeds in the first place?

6. Do the seeds that we plant have a butterfly effect? Explain.

7. Who actually plants the seeds in people (us/God/Satan/themselves)?

