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April 2, 2010

Scripture:  Prov 11:24-26, Prov 13:22, Matt 19:16-24, Matt 25:14-30

Rabbi “Reb” Lewis while in the hospital speaking to Mitch Albom:

“Happiness?  The things society tells us we must have to be happy – a new this or that, a bigger house, a better job.  I have counseled many people who have all these things, and I can tell you they are not happy because of them.”

“The number of marriages that have disintegrated when they had all the stuff in the world.  The families who fought and argued all the time, when they had money and health.  Having more does not keep you from wanting more.”

…”When a baby comes into the world, its hands are clenched…Why?  Because a baby, not knowing any better, wants to grab everything, to say, “The whole world is mine.”  But when an old person dies, how does he do so?  With his hands open.  Why?  Because he has learned his lesson.”  

“What lesson?”  I asked.  He stretched out his empty fingers.  “We can take nothing with us.”                                                  --excerpt from the book “Have a Little Faith”, by Mitch Albom

So how are we doing?

· Bankruptcies in 2009 rose to more than 1.4 million.  This compares to fewer than 1.1 million filings in 2008, making for a 32 percent increase.  And 2008 was no easy year, with bankruptcies rising by one-third from 2007!  --American Bankruptcy Institute
· 70% of Americans live paycheck to paycheck – 7 out of 10 people!

· A Parenting Magazine poll indicates that nearly 50% of households could not cover even one month’s expenses if they were to miss a paycheck.

· Savings rate for 2006 was (-.6%), the lowest since the Great Depression.                                 --Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Dept. of Commerce

1. There are a number of reasons pointing to our recent economic collapse.  Who/What do you feel is to blame?

2. Many people are one crisis away from repossession, foreclosure, or even bankruptcy.  These crisis indicators have especially been ever-present over the last 20 years!  Why have people continue to have a disregard for the warning signs?  

3. When/If we as a nation get back to financially recovery (left for interpretation) do you think many people will have established good learnings from these recent struggles?  Do you think that your parents/ grandparents (especially depression era) learned well from their financial challenges?  Will we continue in disobedience just as the Israelites did after coming out of Eygpt?  How do you think God feels about our behaviors?

4. What do you think drives our society toward newer, bigger, better, faster, and more & more & more things?  How do we do battle with the “Monster of More”?

5. We have all seen or experienced negative impacts as a result of the current economic climate.  What positive effects have you seen in people through all of this?  Do you think many Americans have been re-prioritizing their lives in light of our current economic state?

6. Do you see our recent times as people learning to become more self-reliant or instead, having increased dependence on others, the Gov’t, etc.?  What direction do you feel our country is heading?  List a few of your reasons.  What can you do to promote change?

53% of Christians have not given to their church in the last month.  Not only that, but church giving has not exceeded 3% as a portion of income in 40 years.  Only 2.5% of families tithe which is a far cry from the scriptural mandate of 10%.  

Dave Ramsey has said that “If you cannot live off 90% of your income, then you cannot live off of 100%.  In North America, “normal” is broke, the result of “affluenza”.

7. Do you feel that tithing has any correlation to how people are doing financially?

