“Christian” Militia??

"It started out as a Christian thing, You go to church. You pray. You take care of your family. I think David started to take it a little too far. He dragged a lot of people with him."-Donna Stone, ex-wife of “christian” militia group leader, David Stone.

I read the above quote after members of the Hutaree “christian” militia group were arrested back in March for conspiring to wage war against the US government by killing police officers.  Not that any of us would be likely to join one of these radical cult groups, but the above quote got me thinking about where this guy crossed over the line.  As people of faith, we must have foundational “non-negotiables” that we believe in and stand up for, but at what point does standing up for what you believe in cross over to something more sinister?

Some examples of potentially controversial decisions:

· Parents who refuse medical treatment for their children, and instead believe that their prayers will do the healing

· People who don't participate in Halloween or other holidays

· People who won't allow their kids to participate in activities on Sundays

· The christian who kills an abortion doctor to “save the lives of unborn children”

· The Amish belief that using electricity is connecting with the world, and since the Bible instructs them to not be conformed to this world, it should not be used.  (Rom. 12:2)

This list of controversial decisions could go on and on, and It is definitely NOT my intent to debate the merits of specific situations.   I want us to focus on the criteria we should be using to decide where we should take a stand.   What I'd like us to take a look at are the general factors and principals that should go into our thought-process when we are making these kinds of decisions..  

“The major civilizing force in the world is not religion, it is sex”-Hugh Heffner

“Organized religion: the world's largest pyramid scheme.”-German scientist Bernard Katz

“Organized religion is a sham and a crutch for weak-minded people who need strength in numbers”-Jesse Ventura

 1. Looking at the above quotes, it seems there is a lot of negativity surrounding the word “religion”.  How would you define the word “religion”?

 a) How does this differ from your definition of “faith”?

 1. What matters most to you about your faith?

 a) What are the non-negotiables of your faith?

These were some of the verses that came to mind when I first heard the Hutaree story:

MT. 5:43-48  "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Leviticus 19:18 " 'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.

MT. 22:36-39   36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself. 

 1. What does an enemy look like in your world?

 a) Are those who believe differently from you your enemies?

 1. Jesus commands us to love our enemies in this passage.  What does “loving our enemies” look like?

 a) What do you think God wants us to experience through loving our enemies?

 1. What are some signs that religion is becoming corrupt?

 1. Charles Kimball, a religion professor at Wake Forest University,  argues that “the arrogance of right wing Christianity” has played a significant role in fostering a lot of the hatred in the world felt toward America.

 a) What do you think he means by “the arrogance of right wing Christianity”?

 b) What do you think of his theory?

