Expectations
“Expecting the world to treat you fairly because you are a good person is a little like expecting a bull not to attack you because you are a vegetarian" -Dennis Wholey
“Nobody succeeds beyond his or her wildest expectations unless he or she begins with some wild expectations.” -Ralph Charell
“High expectations are the key to everything.” -Sam Walton
"So, yeah, I can say I always set my expectations so high that I had a lot to live up to." -Johnny Bench
"You can't base your life on other people's expectations." -Stevie Wonder
"Mom was the one who taught me unconditional love. With Dad, I'd always felt there was something to live up to - expectations." -Greg Louganis
Scripture: Titus, John 11:17-43
1. What kinds of things come to mind when you hear the word "expectations"?

a. How would you personally define the word "expectations"?

2. Think of a person in your life who expects great things from you.  How do you feel about this person's expectations?  Are they realistic?
a. How might your life be different if this person didn't have high expectations for you?

b. How have expectations helped to shape your life? 

3. What effect do expectations have on your walk with Jesus?

4. Has there ever been a time where you wrestled with expectations?  How do we discern which expectations come from God and which don't?

5. In Titus, we read a letter written by Paul outlining his expectations for Titus.  Paul expected a lot from Titus.  Do you think Paul's expectations were fair?  Did they help Titus complete his mission?

6. Is there a danger in always feeling the need to exceed the expectations that are placed on us?

7. Most teens who expect a Ferrari on their 16th birthday will be disappointed.  What can be the result of unrealistic expectations in the following areas of our lives?

a. our marriage?

b. our kids?

c. our career?

d. non-Christians?

e. ourselves?

f. our leaders?

g. our Christian brothers?

8. Read John 11:17-43.  Jesus seemed to defy expectations on a consistent basis.  The resurrection of Lazarus was definitely not what his sisters had expected.  What were some other things He did that were unexpected?  (Actually, did Jesus ever do ANYTHING as "expected"...that list might be shorter!)

9. While preparing for this lesson I read in an article the following quote:  "God not only meets our expectation, He is able to surpass it every time".

a. Is it OK for us to have expectations of our God?

i. What kind of realistic expectations should we have for God?

ii. What does He expect of us?

b. How would you explain the above quote to a couple who lost a child to a disease they prayed for months that God would heal?
