"Life Lessons from the Wizard of Westwood"
As you read the following quotes, ask yourself each of these questions:

1. What does this mean to you?

2. Have you experienced any examples of this truth?

3. The truth behind many of these quotes does not originate with Coach Wooden.  Can you think of biblical examples that support this quote?

4. How can I apply the truth behind this quote to my life?

“Success is peace of mind, a direct result of self-satisfaction in knowing that you did your best to become the best that you are capable of becoming, and not just in a physical way: seek ye first the kingdom and His righteousness and all these things will be yours as well.” 

"Things turn out best for the people who make the best of the way things turn out."

"Nothing will work unless you do"

"Be more concerned with your character than your reputation, because your character is what you really are, while your reputation is merely what others think you are."

"Don't let what you cannot do interfere with what you can do"

"Don't measure yourself by what you have accomplished, but by what you should have accomplished with your ability"

"Talent is God given. Be humble. Fame is man-given. Be grateful. Conceit is self-given. Be careful"

"Material possessions, winning scores, and great reputations are meaningless in the eyes of the Lord, because He knows what we really are and that is all that matters."

"It is what we learn after we know it all that really counts."

"If you're not making mistakes, then you're not doing anything. I'm positive that a doer makes mistakes."

"There are many things that are essential to arriving at true peace of mind, and one of the most important is faith, which cannot be acquired without prayer."

"You can't live a perfect day without doing something for someone who will never be able to repay you"

"Failure is not fatal, but failure to change might be."

"Failure to prepare is preparing to fail"

-“I always tried to make clear that basketball is not the ultimate. It is of small importance in comparison to the total life we live. There is only one kind of life that truly wins, and that is the one that places faith in the hands of the Savior. Until that is done, we are on an aimless course that runs in circles and goes nowhere.” 

-“It is most difficult, in my mind, to separate any success, whether it be in your profession, your family, or as in my case, in basketball, from religion.” 

-“Young people need models, not critics... “

1. Which of these quotes is your favorite?

Wooden's Dad left him this written list of "7 things to do":

1. Be true to yourself. 
2. Help others. 
3. Make each day your masterpiece. 
4. Drink deeply from good books, especially the Bible. 
5. Make friendship a fine art. 
6. Build a shelter against a rainy day. 
7. Pray for guidance and give thanks for your blessings every day.

What do you think of this list?   Did your Father ever give you anything similar?  Are you planning to pass along a similar token of wisdom to your own children?

