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1. Read James 5:13-18.  What example is used to prove that the “prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective”?

2. “Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them.” – Matthew 19:13  To place hands means that Jesus likely would be praying individually for each child.  How often do you pray for your family individually?  What can we learn from this picture of Jesus and children?
3. Paul’s prayer for the Philippians in 1:9 was that their “love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ…”  What do you pray for others?

4.  “But I tell you: Love your enemies[i] and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven…” – Matthew 5:44  Luke 6:28 is similar.  How often do you do this instead of dreaming of (or acting on) retaliation?  Is this Jesus giving us the wimpy way out or something helpful?  Why?
5. Read Matthew 6:5-8. The point here is to pray in private.  But often there are times to “lead” prayer in a group.  Read Matthew 23:14 (omitted from NIV so use NASB) and describe what that should look like.
6. The Lord’s Prayer is in Matthew 6:9-13.  Within this short prayer, there are 4 parts to prayer, often called praying the ACTS.  Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication.  Describe these 4 parts and the importance of each.
7. Mark 1:35, 6:46, Matthew 14:23, and Luke 5:16, 6:12, 9:18 record how Jesus often went away to pray by Himself.  What can we learn from Jesus taking time to pray alone?
8. Luke 18:1-8 is the parable of the persistent widow.  What does this parable teach us about prayer?
9. We often have prayer requests in our group that are specific where we’ll know if God answers it or not.  My mother is currently praying for revival, something where she may not know what the answer will look like.  I ask myself if she knows when God has answered that or even if she needs to know.  What have you prayed for where you aren’t even sure what God’s answer will look like?

10. “Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you” Mark 11:24  So how do you answer the person who protests that they asked God for a million dollars and nothing happened?

11. “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.” - Romans 8:26  What kind of prayer does the Spirit intercede for us?
12. “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” – Ephesians 6:18  What does it mean to pray in the Spirit?  
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