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Feudin' (featuring: David & Saul)

Lately I have been thinking about relationships, how friendships in particular are formed, grow, & flourish or die. Three examples of bad relationships come to mind:

A Detroit woman recently taunted a 7 year old girl with Huntington's disease after a feud with the girl's mother. She ended up (allegedly) trying to run the woman over with her car. Apparently, the feud began because the woman's own daughter was not invited to a birthday party for the girl with Huntington's disease.

Another example is the 1890s feud between the Hatfields & the McCoys on the border of Kentucky & West Virginia. There is a lot of controversy over exactly how this feud started but I'll give it a shot. The families were friends. They intermarried, socialized & were very close as neighbors go, but many people think seeds of jealousy began when waves of pioneers settled the valley. Both families supplied timber to settlers, but the Hatfields were much more affluent & politically connected than the McCoys. In 1865 Asa McCoy, who had been a Union soldier in the Civil war much to the chagrin of both families, was murdered by a Hatfield. Things were tense but non-violent until the famous incident of the stolen pig. The McCoys claimed that the Hatfields had stolen a pig, but the McCoys claimed ownership because of possession. There were six McCoys & six Hatfields on the jury & the Judge was a Hatfield, & one of the McCoy jurors was having an affair with one of the Hatfields, so the Hatfields won the judgment. The star witness was, soon after, gunned down to offset this “travesty of justice”, & the war escalated. The two McCoys who had gunned him down were acquitted of the murder, but the McCoys were infuriated that they had been brought to trial in the first place. After this an illicit affair between Roseanna McCoy & Johnse (Devil Anse's son) Hatfield involving pregnancy, kidnapping, arrests & rescues turned the feud into a war. What followed were vendettas, plots, & murders involving bribery, militias & police resulting in over a dozen dead members of both families & a New Years massacre. West Virginia & Kentucky called in their state militia to restore order, & at one point the governor of West Virginia threatened to invade Kentucky. In 1888 the U.S. Supreme court ruled in favor of Kentucky and allowed 7 members of the Hatfield family to be tried & convicted for murder. The feud still continued back & forth until the families unofficially agreed to stop fighting in 1891. I think this just meant that there were no more murders. In 1979 descendents played for a pig & prizes on the “Family Feud”.

The relationship between Saul & David caught my attention recently, & I have been thinking about how the “bad blood” came about between them. Being realistic, 1 Samuel 9-31 is a lot of material to cover, so we will try to do the cliff-notes version.

1 Samuel 9 – Saul is recognized as an upright, good, & worthy man.


10 – Saul is coronated.


13 – Saul makes a sinful offering & Samuel announces that God said Saul would no longer be king.

1 Samuel 13:8-9 KJV  And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that Samuel had appointed: but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him.  (9)  And Saul said, Bring hither a burnt offering to me, and peace offerings. And he offered the burnt offering.

1 Samuel 13:11-14 KJV  And Samuel said, What hast thou done? And Saul said, Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered themselves together at Michmash;  (12)  Therefore said I, The Philistines will come down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made supplication unto the LORD: I forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering.  (13)  And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which he commanded thee: for now would the LORD have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever.  (14)  But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath sought him a man after his own heart, and the LORD hath commanded him to be captain over his people, because thou hast not kept that which the LORD commanded thee.


14 – Saul shows his pride once again by not allowing his men to eat before he has his vengeance on the enemy. This almost cost his Son Jonathan his life because Jonathan did not know.


15 – Saul shows partial obedience to God by sparing the life of King Agag along with sheep, oxen, & lambs that were all supposed to be annihilated.
1 Samuel 15:9-11 KJV  But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them: but every thing that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly.  (10)  Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying,  (11)  It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back from following me, and hath not performed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and he cried unto the LORD all night.

1 Samuel 15:13-14 KJV  And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the LORD: I have performed the commandment of the LORD.  (14)  And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?

1 Samuel 15:23-26 KJV  For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.  (24)  And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have transgressed the commandment of the LORD, and thy words: because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice.  (25)  Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship the LORD.  (26)  And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD hath rejected thee from being king over Israel.


16 – David is privately anointed by Samuel to replace Saul.


     - The Spirit of the Lord comes upon David & Departs Saul. Then an evil spirit (from the Lord) comes & torments Saul.

1 Samuel 16:13-14 KJV  Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.  (14)  But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD troubled him.


     - David is recruited to play the harp & the evil spirit leaves & Saul is at peace.

1 Samuel 16:23 KJV  And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from him.


17 – David slays Goliath of Gath.


18 – Jonathan & David become friends & make a pact.

1 Samuel 18:1-3 KJV  And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.  (2)  And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more home to his father's house.  (3)  Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.


18:5 – David appointed by Saul.


18:6-8 – Saul is upset after hearing how much David is admired over Saul (“Saul has slain his thousands & David his tens of thousands”). He watches David closely from then on.

1 Samuel 18:5-9 KJV  And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved himself wisely: and Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul's servants.  (6)  And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of musick.  (7)  And the women answered one another as they played, and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands.  (8)  And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can he have more but the kingdom?  (9)  And Saul eyed David from that day and forward.


    - The evil spirit from the Lord comes back & Saul tries to kill David twice with a javelin while David is playing the harp.


18:12 – Saul fears David.

1 Samuel 18:10-12 KJV  And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of the house: and David played with his hand, as at other times: and there was a javelin in Saul's hand.  (11)  And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall with it. And David avoided out of his presence twice.  (12)  And Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with him, and was departed from Saul.


          - Saul offers his daughter Merab to David as an intended exchange for David fighting valiantly in battle. However he reneges after David is not killed.

1 Samuel 18:13-19 KJV  Therefore Saul removed him from him, and made him his captain over a thousand; and he went out and came in before the people.  (14)  And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the LORD was with him.  (15)  Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved himself very wisely, he was afraid of him.  (16)  But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out and came in before them.  (17)  And Saul said to David, Behold my elder daughter Merab, her will I give thee to wife: only be thou valiant for me, and fight the LORD'S battles. For Saul said, Let not mine hand be upon him, but let the hand of the Philistines be upon him.  (18)  And David said unto Saul, Who am I? and what is my life, or my father's family in Israel, that I should be son in law to the king?  (19)  But it came to pass at the time when Merab Saul's daughter should have been given to David, that she was given unto Adriel the Meholathite to wife.


     - The plot thickens. Saul tries to use his other daughter to kill David, but David is favored by the Lord.

1 Samuel 18:20-29 KJV  And Michal Saul's daughter loved David: and they told Saul, and the thing pleased him.  (21)  And Saul said, I will give him her, that she may be a snare to him, and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him. Wherefore Saul said to David, Thou shalt this day be my son in law in the one of the twain.  (22)  And Saul commanded his servants, saying, Commune with David secretly, and say, Behold, the king hath delight in thee, and all his servants love thee: now therefore be the king's son in law.  (23)  And Saul's servants spake those words in the ears of David. And David said, Seemeth it to you a light thing to be a king's son in law, seeing that I am a poor man, and lightly esteemed?  (24)  And the servants of Saul told him, saying, On this manner spake David.  (25)  And Saul said, Thus shall ye say to David, The king desireth not any dowry, but an hundred foreskins of the Philistines, to be avenged of the king's enemies. But Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines.  (26)  And when his servants told David these words, it pleased David well to be the king's son in law: and the days were not expired.  (27)  Wherefore David arose and went, he and his men, and slew of the Philistines two hundred men; and David brought their foreskins, and they gave them in full tale to the king, that he might be the king's son in law. And Saul gave him Michal his daughter to wife.  (28)  And Saul saw and knew that the LORD was with David, and that Michal Saul's daughter loved him.  (29)  And Saul was yet the more afraid of David; and Saul became David's enemy continually.


18:19 – Saul tries to get his son Jonathan to plot together to kill David. Jonathan instead tells David Saul's intentions.


24: David spares Saul.


     - Saul admits David is worthy & will be King.


26 – David spares Saul again & they part ways.


31 – Saul dies with all three sons in a loss against the Philistines

Questions:

1. Is there a common thread in these three accounts?

2. Is there anything that struck you as significant in any of these three accounts?

3. What is the seed or beginnings of dissension in each of the accounts?

4. Could David have done anything different to avoid the conflict? What or why not?

5. Is there similarity in how we sabotage our own close relationships?

6. How are we able to justify actions like those Saul took against David?

7. What is the culmination or the end of dissension in each of the accounts? (maybe a trick question?)

