So…What’s your story?
“The chief role of a Christian is to tell a better story” – Donald Miller
A story involves a person that wants something and is willing to overcome conflict to get it.  We all have goals, but without an overarching plot, goals don’t make sense and are hard to achieve.  A story gives a goal a narrative context that forces you to engage and follow through.  The goals get met in the journey of the story.  Some of the men in this group are probably great at setting goals and achieving them on a regular basis.  I’m not (and others might not be either).  So let’s take a look at some ways to write a great story for your life.
For the entire group:  

What is your favorite movie of ALL TIME?  What makes it so special?  Talk about the main character:   What does he/she WANT?  What do they have to overcome to get it?
1.  Share a goal that you have.  It can be a personal goal (weight loss, financial, professional) or something relational (friends, spouse, child.)  What is something YOU want?  
2. Great writers begin with the end in mind.  You get out of debt, get that job, or reconcile with a friend or spouse.  Envision the climactic scene in your story where you achieve your goal.  What does that look like?
3. Characters (that’s us) in a story don’t want to change; they have to be forced to change.   An inciting incident is the event in your story that causes upheaval in your life.  You will naturally seek to return to stability, and in order to do that, you HAVE to solve this new problem.  This could involve sharing your goal with a friend or going public with your ambition.  What could be your inciting incident that forces you to move towards your goal?
4. Living a good story is a lot of fun, but it can also be difficult and boring.  
But when it’s done, when you have reached your goal, you’ll look back on one of the most rich and fulfilling years of your life.  
Share with the group how reaching this goal would change your life (and maybe your family’s life).
Thought for the weekend:  

We sometimes pray and ask God to give us a story while the entire time God is handing us a pen, telling us to write it ourselves.  Let’s write a story so compelling that you’ll wake up every day knowing what you are supposed to do with your time.
