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Friday Morning 12/17/2010     
Honour



I have been thinking about the concept of honor lately & would like to look at a couple of stories, individuals & some scripture passages that exemplify honor. Also I would like to compare how the idea of honor is portrayed in scripture versus what it has become today.

Scripture Passages
Deuteronomy 5:16 KJV  Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

1 Samuel 2:30 KJV  Wherefore the LORD God of Israel saith, I said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk before me for ever: but now the LORD saith, Be it far from me; for them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.

2 Chronicles 1:11-12 KJV  (11)  And God said to Solomon, Because this was in thine heart, and thou hast not asked riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of thine enemies, neither yet hast asked long life; but hast asked wisdom and knowledge for thyself, that thou mayest judge my people, over whom I have made thee king:  (12)  Wisdom and knowledge is granted unto thee; and I will give thee riches, and wealth, and honour, such as none of the kings have had that have been before thee, neither shall there any after thee have the like.

Proverbs 3:9-10 KJV  Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:  (10)  So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

Proverbs 15:33 KJV  The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility.

Proverbs 18:12 KJV  Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before honour is humility.

Proverbs 22:4 KJV  By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honour, and life.

Proverbs 29:23 KJV  A man's pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.

Matthew 23:11-12 KJV  But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.  (12)  And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.

John 5:43-44 KJV  I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.  (44)  How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?

John 12:26 KJV  If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.

1 Timothy 5:17 KJV  Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.

1 Peter 3:7 KJV  Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.

Definitions

Honour: timē tee-may' (Greek)

From G5099; a value, that is, money paid, or (concretely and collectively) valuables; by analogy esteem (especially of the highest degree), or the dignity itself: - honour, precious, price, some.

Honour: kâbad  kâbêd kaw-bad, kaw-bade' (Hebrew)

A primitive root; to be heavy, that is, in a bad sense (burdensome, severe, dull) or in a good sense (numerous, rich, honorable); causatively to make weighty (in the same two senses): - abounding with, more grievously afflict, boast, be chargeable, X be dim, glorify, be (make) glorious (things), glory, (very) great, be grievous, harden, be (make) heavy, be heavier, lay heavily, (bring to, come to, do, get, be had in) honour (self), (be) honourable (man), lade, X more be laid, make self many, nobles, prevail, promote (to honour), be rich, be (go) sore, stop.
1. Using these definitions, come up with a working definition of honor that you are comfortable with.

2. How does this definition differ from they way we use the concept today?
3. How does one become honorable?
3. How does this help your understanding of the concept of honor in Scripture?
Bushido: The Samurai Code of Honor
Samurai and Zen

The native religion of Japan was Shintoism, until Buddhism replaced it in the 5th century, A.D. One school of Buddhist teaching, Zen Buddhism, encouraged followers to attain enlightenment through intense meditation and contemplation of seemingly nonsensical questions. This discipline was popular with samurai, who understood the need to train and practice until their combat skills became like breathing; something they did naturally, without having to think about it.

The samurai were not mercenary warriors, roaming Japan and fighting for whatever warlord would pay them. They were bound to a specific lord, or daimyo, and also bound to their communities by duty and honor.

This code of honor is known as Bushido, and comes from the word bushi, which means "warrior." The Japanese word do means "the way." So Bushido means, "the way of the warrior." This code evolved from an earlier period, when samurai were archers and horsemen. The training and devotion needed to master these skills and bond with a horse led to kyuba no michi, "the way of the horse and bow." 

The first duty of a samurai was loyalty to his lord. Japan had a feudal system, in which a lord expected obedience from his vassals, who in turn received economic and military protection from the lord. If a lord couldn't count on absolute loyalty from his vassals, the entire system would have collapsed. This sense of loyalty and honor was often carried to extremes by the Japanese, who would fight to the death in a hopeless battle to protect their master's castle, or commit suicide if they felt they had disgraced their lord. 

Samurai also had a duty of vengeance. Should the honor of his master be tarnished, or his master killed, a samurai was required to seek out and kill those responsible. One of the most famous samurai stories, "The 47 Ronin," or masterless samurai, is a tale of traditional samurai vengeance. During a period of peace, their lord was ordered to commit seppuku because of an altercation with another lord. Two years later, all 47 samurai invaded the lord's castle and killed him. They were arrested and forced to commit seppuku, not because they had fulfilled their duty of vengeance (this was expected), but because they had done it with a secret attack, which was considered dishonorable.
1. Do you see honor displayed in the story of the 47 Ronin?

2. In the movie “The last Samurai” Tom Cruise's portrays an American who has an inferior honor & learns what "true honor" is from one of the last of the Samurai (Katsumoto). Katsumoto, because of his code of honor died for his way of life rather than adapt or submit. In what way is this portrayal honorable? What draws us to this kind of story? What inspires us about this?
GIVING BLOOD
Many years ago, when I worked as a volunteer at Stanford Hospital, I got to know a little girl named Liz who was suffering from a rare and serious disease. Her only chance of recovery appeared to be a blood transfusion from her 5-year old brother, who had miraculously survived the same disease and had developed the antibodies needed to combat the illness.

The doctor explained the situation to her little brother, and asked the boy if he would be willing to give his blood to his sister. I saw him hesitate for only a moment before taking a deep breath and saying, "Yes, I'll do it if it will save Liz."

As the transfusion progressed, he lay in bed next to his sister and smiled, as we all did, seeing the color returning to her cheeks. Then his face grew pale and his smile faded. He looked up at the doctor and asked with a trembling voice, "Will I start to die right away?"

Being young, the boy had misunderstood the doctor; he thought he was going to have to give his sister all of his blood. 

1. Does this story depict honor? How so or not?

2. Why do we emotionally react to a story like this?
General questions
1. Which of these examples/stories best portrays honor?

2. What other stories of honor can you think of?
3. In what way was Jesus honorable in his life/death/resurrection?
Quotes about honor
· Show me the man you honor and I will know what kind of man you are. - Thomas Carlyle 

· It is better to deserve honors and not have them than to have them and not deserve them. - Mark Twain

· ...honor is a harder master than the law. It cannot compromise for less than 100 cents on the dollar and its debts never outlaw. - Mark Twain, a Biography

· "It is the dissimilarities and inequalities among men which give rise to the notion of honor; as such differences become less, it grows feeble; and when they disappear, it will vanish too." - Alexis De Tocqueville
· A Code of Honor-never approach a friend's girlfriend or wife with mischief as your goal. There are just too many women in the world to justify that sort of dishonorable behavior. Unless she's really attractive." - Bruce J Freidmen 
· As he was valiant, I honour him: but, as he was ambitious, I slew him. (Shakespeare: Julius Caesar 3.2.27)
