March 4, 2011

Men-Sharpen-Men

“People learn from one another, just as iron sharpens iron.”

Our Aging Parents

Within the past two weeks, my mother, age 85 had to spend time in the hospital and now has moved to rehabilitation.  It is likely she will not return to her home.  We are now working with her needs and our emotions in accepting this.  There is a whole lot that goes into all these decisions.  Most of us are there. Some a few years away, perhaps a few many years away.  
The care for the elderly and in particular our parents at the point when they cannot care for themselves is our topic.  I’m hoping we can share some stories and help sharpen each other be prepared when our parents reach this point.

Ex. 20:12 “Respect your father and your mother . . .”

1. What examples are we given in the Bible on this matter?

2. What did you see about your own Great-Grandparents/Grandparents as they aged and reached the end of their days?

3. How have you seen emotions complicate decisions that have to be made?
4. How do you deal with competing agendas among siblings, i.e. the parents finances, assets, the involvement of the in-laws?  What have you seen happen that has hurt families?

5. Some of the siblings involved could be nearby and much of the burden falls to them while others have moved many miles away.  How has that complicated the matter?

6. What do we do as we prepare for our own final days?  What lessons have we learned and how might our decisions change as we age?
