A Whale of a Story
April 8, 2011

Read Jonah

Chapter 1:

1. Who were the main characters?  What were their roles?  Which of them knew God?

2. In verses 8-10, the crew asks Jonah several questions, why do you think they were asking?  Did they have to ask?
3. Why didn't they throw Jonah overboard?  What happened after they did (v. 16)?

4. What does Verse 17 tell you about the sovereignty of God? 

Chapter 2:

5. How does Jonah react to his situation?
6. What does Verse 10 tell you about the sovereignty of God?

Chapter 3:

7. In Verses 1-5, Jonah gets a "do -over".  Given that Jonah had 3 days in the belly of the whale and then several more days in transit to Ninevah, after reading the description of his message to the Ninevites, do you think that Jonah has fully embraced his mission?  Why or why not?

8. Verse 10 seems to indicate that God changed his mind about Nineva.  Did he?  Discuss!

Chapter 4:

9. Why did Jonah react the way he did in Chapter 4?  

Summary and Bonus:

10. Read Matthew 12:39-41.  How would you compare Jesus' Israel to Ninevah?  Our world to Nineva?
11. Had there been a Chapter 5, what do you think we would have learned about Jonah?  (Insert obligatory "Field of Dreams" reference here)
