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Quotes

"If I fail to spend two hours in prayer each morning, the devil gets the victory through the day. I have so much business I cannot get on without spending three hours daily in prayer.  Martin Luther

"Prayer does not change the purpose of God.  But prayer does change the action of God." Chuck Smith 

"0h brother, pray; in spite of Satan, pray; spend hours in prayer; rather neglect friends than not pray; rather fast, and lose breakfast, dinner, tea, and supper - and sleep too - than not pray. And we must not talk about prayer, we must pray in right earnest. The Lord is near. He comes softly while the virgins slumber." Andrew A. Bonar

"Don’t pray when you feel like it. Have an appointment with the Lord and keep it. A man is powerful on his knees." Corrie ten Boom

"Satan trembles when he sees the weakest Christian on his knees."  William Cowper

"There is not in the world a kind of life more sweet and delightful than that of a continual conversation with God." Brother Lawrence

On persevering prayer: "I look at a stone cutter hammering away at a rock a hundred times without so much as a crack showing in it.  Yet at the 101st blow it splits in two.  I know it was not the one blow that did it, but all that had gone before."

"Eighteen-year-old Hudson Taylor wandered into his father's library and read a gospel tract. He couldn't shake off its message. Finally, falling to his knees, he accepted Christ as his Savior. Later, his mother, who had been away, returned home. When Hudson told her the good news, she said, "I already know. Ten days ago, the very date on which you tell me you read that tract, I spent the entire afternoon in prayer for you until the Lord assured me that my wayward son had been brought into the fold." Our Daily Bread, July 19, 1989.  [Hudson Taylor (1832-1905) missionary in China.  Founder of the China Inland Mission which, at his death, included 205 mission stations with over 800 missionaries, and 125,000 Chinese Christians.  He spent 51 years in China].

"...True prayer is measured by weight, not by length. A single groan before God may have more fullness of prayer in it than a fine oration of great length."  C. H. Spurgeon

"The word of God is the food by which prayer is nourished and made strong."  E. M. Bounds

"If the Christian does not allow prayer to drive sin out of his life, sin will drive prayer out of his life. Like light and darkness, the two cannot dwell together."  M.E. Andross

“The trouble with nearly everybody who prays is that he says ‘Amen’ and runs away before God has a chance to reply. Listening to God is far more important than giving Him our ideas.” Frank Laubach

"Our prayers lay the track down which God’s power can come. Like a mighty locomotive, his power is irresistible, but it cannot reach us without rails."  Watchman Nee

"There has never been a spiritual awakening in any country or locality that did not begin in united prayer."  A.T. Pierson

The Third Petition of the Lord's Prayer is repeated daily by millions who have not the slightest intention of letting anyone's will be done but their own.--Aldous Huxley

I must secure more time for private devotions. I have been living far too public for me. The shortening of devotions starves the soul, it grows lean and faint. I have been keeping too late hours. --William Wilberforce

"Action without prayer is arrogance, prayer without action is hypocrisy." - Jose Zayas

“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing.” Martin Luther King, Jr.
Scripture passages

Matthew 6:5-8 KJV  And when you pray, you shall not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.  (6)  But you, when you pray, enter into your closet, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father which is in secret; and your Father which sees in secret shall reward you openly.  (7)  But when you pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.  (8)  Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knows what things you have need of, before you ask him.

Psalms 55:16-17 KJV  As for me, I will call upon God; and the LORD shall save me.  (17)  Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice.

Philippians 4:6-7 KJV  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  (7)  And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

Mark 9:28-29 KJV  And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out?  (29)  And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.

Questions:

1. What does praying mean to you? (defined & also in practice)

2. Do all of the quotes ring true to you? Which quotes touch you? Why?

3. Is there a common thread in some of the quotes? What? Do any reflect your prayer life?

4. why should we pray?

5. Do you ever feel like your prayers are not reaching Heaven? If I were to analyze why my prayers were “not being answered” could the following responses be plausible? Why/why not?


A. Do I not have enough faith? 


B. Is there sin in the way of my prayers? 


C. Have I prayed too much or too little about it. 


D. Have I not asked within the will of God?
