The Good Shepherd
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Read John Chapter 10.

Over the past couple of weeks, we’ve looked at the analogy of the vine and the stone.  This week, we’ll look at the Good Shepherd.

1. In verses 1-5, Jesus talks about the sheep pen, the gate, the sheep, the watchman and the shepherd.

a. Jesus talks about two ways of entering the pen.  What are the characteristics of each?

b. What are the outcomes of the two types of entry?

c. How does the shepherd enter the pen?

d. What does this represent about our faith?

2. Verses 7-13, we meet thieves, wolves, and a hired hand who join the shepherd and the sheep in the story.
a. Who do these characters represent?  What role does each play in the story?

b. What are the sheep doing in these passages?  What role to they have?

3. Verses 14-18, the shepherd and the sheep are joined by the Father and more sheep.

a. Do the sheep from verses 1-13 have an exclusive relationship with the shepherd?  Do the other sheep diminish the care the shepherd has for the first sheep?

b. What is the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep?  The Father and the sheep?  The Father and the shepherd?

4. What do you learn from this chapter of John?

5. Bonus Questions:

a. Are we sheep, shepherds or hired hands?

b. What do you notice about the reaction of the people to whom Jesus is speaking?  Are they becoming one flock?
