         A Closer Look at the Rapture

Read I Cor. 15:50-57; II Cor. 4:16-5:10; I Thes. 4:13-18; II Thes. 2:1-12.

1. Do you believe that there is such a thing as the “Rapture”? Explain your answer.

2. What does the term asleep or sleep in these passages mean?

3. When will this all take place? Can we guess when it will be? What is your best guess?

4. How do you deal with the likes of people who give dates for the Rapture or the end times?

5. If someone you know talks or asks questions about these issues how do you answer them?

6. Are these people just “nuts”? With 2012 coming around the corner and Newton setting a date of 2020, increase of earthquakes, tornados, volcanoes, etc. how do deal with that?

7. Any questions or comments?

I Cor. 15:51 ¶  Behold, I speak a mystery to you; we shall not all fall asleep, but we shall all be changed;

52  in a moment, in a glance of an eye, at the last trumpet. For a trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall all be changed.

53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

54  But when this corruptible shall put on incorruption, and when this mortal shall put on immortality, then will take place the word that is written, "Death is swallowed up in victory.

55  O death, where is your sting? O grave, where is your victory?"

56  The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.

57  But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

II Cor. 4:16  For this cause we do not faint; but though our outward man perishes, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.

17  For the lightness of our present affliction works out for us a far more excellent eternal weight of glory,

18  we not considering the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are not lasting, but the things which are not seen are everlasting.

5:1 ¶  For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

2  For indeed in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our dwelling-place out of Heaven;

3  if indeed in being clothed, we shall not be found naked.

4  For we who are in this tabernacle groan, being burdened; inasmuch as we do not wish to be unclothed, but to be clothed, so that the mortal might be swallowed up by the life.

5  And He who has worked in us for this same thing is God, who also is giving to us the earnest of the Spirit.

6  Then being always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body, we are away from home from the Lord;

7  for we walk by faith, not by sight;

8  then we are confident and we are pleased rather to go away from home out of the body, and to come home to the Lord.

9  Therefore we are also laboring to be well-pleasing to Him, whether at home or away from home.

10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive the things done in his body, according to that which he has done, whether good or bad.

I Thes. 4:13 ¶  But I would not have you ignorant, brothers, concerning those who are asleep, that you be not grieved, even as others who have no hope.

14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will also bring with Him all those who have fallen asleep through Jesus.

15  For we say this to you by the Word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord shall not go before those who are asleep.

16  For the Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ shall rise first.

17  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. And so we shall ever be with the Lord.

18  Therefore comfort one another with these words.

II Thes. 2:1 ¶  Now we beseech you, my brothers, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him,

2  that you should not be soon shaken in mind or troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word or letter, as through us, as if the Day of Christ is at hand.

3 ¶  Let not anyone deceive you by any means. For that Day shall not come unless there first comes a falling away, and the man of sin shall be revealed, the son of perdition,

4  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, setting himself forth, that he is God.

5  Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you?

6  And now you know what holds him back, for him to might be revealed in his own time.

7  For the mystery of lawlessness is already working, only he is now holding back until it comes out of the midst.

8  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the breath of His mouth and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming,

9  whose coming is according to the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,

10  and with all deceit of unrighteousness in those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, so that they might be saved.

11  And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie,

12  so that all those who do not believe the truth, but delight in unrighteousness, might be condemned.

