Friday Morning 06/24/2011     
Martha - Martha (Luke 10:38-42)



Martha has been a much maligned character because she put the act of service ahead of sitting at the feet of Jesus. I would like to take a look at the character of Martha to see what we can learn from her and her sister Mary. 

Scripture passages: Luke 10:38-42; John 11; John 12:1-3

Luke 10:38-42 (NASB) 38 Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha welcomed Him into her home. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the Lord’s feet, listening to His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came up to Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many things; 42 but only one thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her.”

1. It seems that Martha was the owner of the home. How can responsibility and ownership change you for good or bad?

2. Was Martha's motivation to serve evil? Could you characterize Martha as someone who did not care about spiritual things or relationships, and was just concerned about responsibilities?

3. What is the “one thing” Jesus spoke of that was necessary?

4. Was Jesus angry with Martha for her tattling? How would you characterize His reaction? Hers?

John 11:1-5 (NASB) 1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. 3 So the sisters sent word to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.” 4 But when Jesus heard this, He said, “This sickness is not to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.

John 11:19-29 KJV  And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.  (20)  Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.  (21)  Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if you had been here, my brother had not died.  (22)  But I know, that even now, whatsoever you will ask of God, God will give it you.  (23)  Jesus said unto her, Your brother shall rise again.  (24)  Martha said unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.  (25)  Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believes in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  (26)  And whosoever lives and believes in me shall never die. You believe this?  (27)  She said unto him, Yes, Lord: I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.  (28)  And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calls for you.  (29)  As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him.

John 11:39-40 (NASB) 39 Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” Martha, the sister of the deceased, *said to Him, “Lord, by this time  there will be a stench, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 

5. Did Jesus love Martha? Did she love Jesus?

6. Mary sure seems to love Jesus in a deep way. Compare/contrast the love the two sisters have for Jesus. Also the relationship they each have with Jesus.

7. Compare/contrast the same with yourselves.

John 12:1-3 (NASB) 1 Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. 3 Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

8. Martha seems to be at it again, & just before Jesus was going to be crucified (sarcasm intended). Is Martha “still missing the point”, or is this something different?

9. Who do you relate to most in these Scriptures? 

10. Is there anything about Martha's character that we can admire/learn from?

11. Same question about Mary...

*12. The statement was made that it is sometimes very easy to talk about giving cares/worries up to God, but not so easy to put it into practice. What's the secret?
