The Forest for the Trees
July 22, 2011

Read:

· Matt 14:28-31; Luke 14:1-5; Luke 18:18-26

The Old Testament was all about the Law, with specificity down to the most minute of details.  In the New Testament, following the Law was replaced by following a person.  Even still, how often do we (myself especially) get caught up in losing sight of the forest because there’s too many trees in the way?  Sometimes by focusing on the rules, we lose sight of the goal.
Discussion:

1. Give some examples of projects or activities (not necessarily faith-based) where details, historical practices or rules have gotten in the way of accomplishing the project or activity?

2. What about from a spiritual perspective – your walk with God?

3. Discuss the following religious traditions and practices by looking at the “goal” of the item, the traditions associated with the item and how those traditions may help or prevent someone (participant or observer) from achieving the goal:
a. Baptism (submerge, pour, sprinkle)
b. Prayer (kneel, stand, list, special room, rosary)

c. Confessing sin (alone, in a group, with an accountability partner, with a priest)

d. Sainthood (All, some, qualification process)

e. Sin (different degrees, severity, frequency, repetition)

f. The Cross (Christ on the cross, Christ off the cross)

4. What pole are you preventing from reaching the ground because you have to keep your finger touching it to be successful?
Matt 14:28-31
"Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." "Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 
But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!"  Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" (NIV)
Luke 14:1-5
One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. There in front of him was a man suffering from dropsy.  Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?" But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him away. Then he asked them, "If one of you has a son or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out?" (NIV)

Luke 18:18-26

A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"  "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good-- except God alone.  You know the commandments: `Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.'" "All these I have kept since I was a boy," he said. When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth. Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." Those who heard this asked, "Who then can be saved?" (NIV)

