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6:00 am, August 12th, 2011

A group of high school students serving people in Nicaragua for a week returned around 3am Sunday morning to GCC to find several cars with windows smashed, doors pried open and stuff stolen.   My initial reaction of sadness for the students quickly turned to anger, imagining what I could do to whomever did this.  After Mark Beeson shared this in the weekend service, he offered one of his thoughts that went something like this:  “If there are people who believe that the best thing to do with their time is something like this, then someone ought to start a church.”  This wasn’t a thought that crossed my mind…at all.  A bit like falling financial markets where many see only problems and others see opportunities, Mark identified something redemptive that I had not considered.  And I’m glad he shared it because it got me thinking about not just what Jesus would think about that situation, but how much more He sees in every situation than I do on my own.  This is beyond removing planks from our own eyes to remove specks from others.  It’s about seeing what is true and redemptive.  Below are 4 stories out of the book of John.  Pick 1 story or select a different one of interest and answer the following questions:
STORY 1:
John 4:1-24 (Jesus Talks With a Samaritan Woman)

STORY 2:
John 8:1-11 (Jesus Defends the Adulterous Woman)

STORY 3:
John 9 (Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind)
STORY 4:
John 12:37-50 (Jews Continue in Unbelief)

STORY 5:
Select a different story from one of the Gospels

1. What do we see?

2. What did Jesus see?
3. What more does Jesus see than what we do?
4. How will new things seen change how we live?
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. – Isaiah 55:8-9

