Friday Morning 08/15/2011     
Sorrow & Joy



Many times I have hear emphasis placed on being happy & joyful in the midst of trials. We know that Scripture speaks about this. We know that we should always be joyful, happy, & content... right? I would like to talk about this concept. Is it possible to be joyful & sad at the same time? What do the two words mean? Are they mutually exclusive? Are there other seeming contradictions like this?

I think life is to short to simply go along drinking kool-aid because that's what they are serving. Being a Christian does not mean checking our brains at the door. To the contrary, it is a high calling to use the mind of Christ that we have been given to ask hard questions about the dogma we believe & live life based on truth. Simply put: I would like to be honest about what I believe, not just because that is what I have been taught. I would like to believe because I have ingested teachings into my soul & practice them with my heart.

Scripture passages with questions:

Philippians 4:4 KJV  Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.

Habakkuk 3:17-19 KJV  Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls:  (18)  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.  (19)  The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places...

James 1:2-4 KJV  My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into divers temptations;  (3)  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith works patience.  (4)  But let patience have her perfect work, that you may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

1. These first three verses seem to indicate that I should always be joyful. Is this realistic?

Psalms 30:5 KJV  For his anger endures but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.

2. Does this mean that in the morning I will have joy that I didn't have the night before? Or does it mean that I will be reminded of the joy that I have deep inside that can never be taken away?

John 11:33-35 KJV  When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled,  (34)  And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see.  (35)  Jesus wept.

3. Is Jesus violating the rule “always be joyful”?

John 15:7-13 KJV  If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, you shall ask what you will, and it shall be done unto you.  (8)  Herein is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit; so shall you be my disciples.  (9)  As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.  (10)  If you keep my commandments, you shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.  (11)  These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.  (12)  This is my commandment, That you love one another, as I have loved you.  (13)  Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

4.How does this passage seem to indicate that we obtain joy? Is there more to it?

5. What is the difference between “joy” & “happiness”?

Bonus

What is another concept in the Bible that seems so contradictory that it bugs the heck out of you? 

