Five Most Important Things to Say
September 23

Read:

· Luke 7:3-10
· Matthew 6:9-13

As I have shared several times, we have Mass every Monday in our office.  Even though his message rarely goes beyond 5 minutes, I have been blessed by the priest’s homily every week and have always found something in his brief address that takes hold of my heart.  On this particular week, the Gospel reading was Luke 7:3-10.  Father began his homily with a story of a magazine article he read while awaiting a dentist appointment.  The article stated that the key to a successful marriage was saying often the following five things:
1. I love you.

2. You’re great!

3. Thank you.

4. Please, will you?

5. I’m sorry.

These five things to say also relate to both the above referenced scriptures.  Let’s explore how.

Discussion Questions:

1. Does the Lord’s Prayer (the Matthew passage) incorporate these five things?  What does this tell you about how we are to relate to God in our conversation with Him?
2. How well are you incorporating these five things in your conversation with God?

3. How good are you about saying regularly and sincerely offering the above sayings, often, to your wife?  Your children?  Your other loved ones?

4.  Consider the Luke passage (the story of the Centurian’s encounter with Jesus):
a. How, if at all, do these five things come to play in this passage?

b. If you are using these five things often, does your approach fit more with the approach of the elders in the passage or of the Centurian’s friends?

c. What is the difference between the two approaches?

5. How do you think you might apply this illustration to your life and your relationships?
