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6:00 am, October 7th, 2011

After last week’s study on the Bible, I thought it fitting to just go after a chapter of the Bible.  What helps me in my study of the Bible is asking questions…no question off limits and thinking each through.  So let’s look at 2 Corinthians 5. I’ve included my own questions, but I want you not to necessarily think through and answer my questions but ask questions of your own and think through them to get at God’s truth and message for us.  Feel free to use other scripture to find answers and use the surrounding text to help sort through what is being said.  To put it in context, Paul has just finished encouraging the Corinthian church to not lose heart and to fix our eyes on what is eternal.
1 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 

1. Why does God build us an eternal house in heaven?  Couldn’t He have just as easily made our world with our present homes eternal?

2. What do we know about the quality of our heavenly home if it’s important to note that it was not built with human hands?

3. Why is it important to call out our earthly tents as temporary and our heavenly homes as eternal?

4. Why does God think it necessary for us to have an eternal dwelling of such permanence?

2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 
1. So is being clothed a reference to what we wear or where we live?

2. Is the groaning like complaining here?  What do we groan for now that resembles this type of groaning?
3. Why is Paul implying that without the heavenly clothing that we are naked?

4. What is it about being naked that is like the difficulties I experience as a Christian on earth?
4 For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 
1. So if I’m not groaning or burdened now, does that mean I’m outside of where I should be?

2. Is Paul repeating himself when he says the mortal is eaten up by life?  Can I not experience life now and only just when I get to heaven?

3. Does the contrast between mortal and life only refer to myself and my experience or is there more?

5 Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

1. What does it mean to fashion something?  Is it creating or more than that?

2. What purpose are we fashioned for?

3. God using banking terms to describe the Spirit He gives us?  Why?

4. What kind of return does God expect on his investment?

6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 
1. How can Paul be so sure about this?

2. What does “away from the Lord” mean?  Is this salvation lost?  Or is this just positional where I’m either in heaven to come or I’ve not yet arrived?

3. If I enjoy my life and feel at home, am I away from God and if I am, is that bad (e.g. what is the consequence of that)?

7 For we live by faith, not by sight. 
1. What about my life demonstrates that I live by faith?
2. What do I put my faith in?
3. What in my life do I need to see before I will do?

4. Does this mean I simply make decisions blindly?

8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 
1. Is being away from the body mean I’m dead?  If so, won’t I miss those I love whom I leave behind?

2. Do I share Paul’s preference of being at home with the Lord?  

3. Is it selfish to want to be away from everyone around me to be at home with the Lord?

4. What pleases God?

5. Why does Paul prefer to be away from the body yet be at home in the body?  Is home no more than where you are at a given time?

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.
1. Why would we stand before the judgment seat of Christ if there is “no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus”?
2. What are we judged on?  Do motives get included in the “things done while in the body”?
3. Will the account of my life be read aloud for others who know me to hear what I’ve done that may not ever have been known while I was on the earth?

4. What will I receive for those good things I have done?

5. What will I receive for those bad things I have done?

 11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 
1. How does the thought of judgment I receive at the end cause me to fear God?

2. But if God is love and perfect love casts out fear, why should I fear God?
3. How does fearing God help me persuade others who don’t fear him?

4. Why does Paul hope the Corinthians see exactly what he is?

12 We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 
1. Is Paul uncomfortable in being seen as commending himself?  Should I be as cautious and if so, when?
2. If pride is to be avoided, why would Paul want someone else to take pride in him?

3. How is it different to take pride in what is seen versus what is unseen?

4. What in the heart should we be proud of?

13 If we are “out of our mind,” as some say, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 
1. Why would people say that Paul is out of his mind?  Have other Bible characters experienced the same thing?

2. Have people said I am out of my mind?  If I am, is it for God?

3. So God gets our craziness and others get our sanity?

14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.
1. What evidence of Christ’s love drives Paul and what does it drive him to?  Am I driven?

2. What does it mean that because Christ died for all, all died?  I thought he died for all so we don’t.
3. What does Christ’s death do?

4. How does Christ’s death specifically change how we live?  

5. What does it mean to live for Him?
 16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 
1. What is a worldly point of view?  How do I look at someone that way?
2. How was Christ seen from a worldly point of view?  What changed to not look at Him the same way?


17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 
1. What does it mean to be in Christ?

2. What does it mean that I am a new creation?

3. What about my life is now not just old but gone?

4. If the old part of me is gone, how is it that the old appears to resurface even after the new is here?
18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 
1. How is it that no part of this new life is from what I do or try to do?
2. What does it mean to reconcile?  Reconcile with others?  Reconcile with God?  

3. What does it mean to have a ministry of reconciliation?  Is that something we also have and not just Paul?

4. Do I count the sin of others against them?  Is not counting sins something only God can do?
20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
1. What does it mean to be an ambassador?
2. What does it mean to be an ambassador of Christ?  

3. Why would He entrust me as His representative?

4. Is it really possible that a perfect God makes His case to others through imperfect me?  How does this work?

21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

1. How difficult was it for a just and loving God to pour out the wrath and judgment of all sin of each person in the world who ever lived on the only one who never sinned and was Himself already the righteousness of God?
2. Could it be said that the punishment Jesus bore was so great that it was as if He became sin?

3. The righteousness of God is an immeasurable treasure so what motivated God to punish Jesus so I might become that?
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” – 2 Timothy 2:15

