“The Devil We Already Know”
  
“You  either die a hero, or live long enough to become the villain”-(Harvey Dent, The Dark Knight)
1) Read 1 Cor. 5:1-12.  Should we be judgmental in the Penn State situation?  Why or why not?  What do we learn in this passage?
2) Read Colossians 3:12-17.   This passage is miles away from describing my initial reaction to the Penn State story.  How is this passage relevant to what happened and what our reaction should be as Christians?
3) Imagine that an institution (or maybe an individual) you were associated with, and took great pride in, found itself in a situation similar to what’s going on at Penn State.  How would you feel, and how would you pick up the pieces and move forward?

4) What would you have expected Joe Paterno & others in a position of authority to do if it was your son who had been involved?
a) Did Penn State do the right thing by firing Joe Paterno?  Is there biblical precedence for doing such a thing?
5) Mt. 18:15-22 is the Christian instruction manual on how we are to confront sin…Any thoughts regarding this passage and how it pertains to the way things were handled at Penn State?
a) This passage applies to a Christian brother who has sinned, how is the situation different if the offender is not a Christian?
6) Looking at Mt. 6:12, and some of the other verses, How do we reconcile our desire for justice, with the biblical practices of forgiveness and mercy?
7) In the past, we’ve spent quite a bit of time as a group talking about leaving a legacy.  What lessons can we learn from Joe Paterno’s situation regarding “leaving a legacy”?

8) Watching the riots after JoePa’s firing, what does the reaction of this crowd tell us about the state of our society when firing the legendary coach causes this kind of an uproar, but finding out that a child sex abuse scandal has been covered up for years was greeted with “Let’s let the legal process work itself out”?
9) Rev. 2:18-25  describes a situation where sin is being tolerated by the people in Thyatira.  What do you think God wanted the people to do in this situation?  Why was He so upset?

1 Cor. 5:1-12

Dealing With a Case of Incest

 1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father’s wife. 2 And you are proud! Shouldn’t you rather have gone into mourning and have put out of your fellowship the man who has been doing this? 3 For my part, even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit. As one who is present with you in this way, I have already passed judgment in the name of our Lord Jesus on the one who has been doing this. 4 So when you are assembled and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh,[a][b] so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.6 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread leavened with malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10 not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 11 But now I am writing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister[c] but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such people.12 What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13 God will judge those outside. “Expel the wicked person from among you.”
Col 3:12-17

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Mt. 18:15-22

What to Do with a Brother Who Sins Against You

    15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him what he did without other people hearing it. If he listens to you, you have won your brother back again. 16 But if he will not listen to you, take one or two other people with you. Every word may be remembered by the two or three who heard. 17 If he will not listen to them, tell the trouble to the church. If he does not listen to the church, think of him as a person who is as bad as one who does not know God and a person who gathers taxes.

   18 “For sure, I tell you, whatever you do not allow on earth will not have been allowed in heaven. Whatever you allow on earth will have been allowed in heaven. 19 Again I tell you this: If two of you agree on earth about anything you pray for, it will be done for you by My Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, there I am with them.” 21 Then Peter came to Jesus and said, “Lord, how many times may my brother sin against me and I forgive him, up to seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I tell you, not seven times but seventy times seven!

2 Tim 2:24-25
 “24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth,”

Gal 6:1-3  
“ 1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves.’ 
Matthew 12:34
“ 34 You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”

2 Peter 2:4-10 
“  4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell,[a] putting them in chains of darkness[b] to be held for judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; 6 if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the depraved conduct of the lawless 8 (for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)— 9 if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment. 10 This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the flesh[c] and despise authority.” 
Proverbs 19:11
 “A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory to overlook an offense.”

Mt. 6:12 
 “ Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.”
Rev 2:18-25        
