Parable of the Unjust Steward
Luke 16:1-13
December 2, 2011

Read Luke 16:1-13
Discussion Questions:
1. First consider the Unjust Steward

a. At the actual time Jesus told this parable, whom do you think the people listening most associated with the unjust steward?  Why?




b. How would you characterize his reaction to the rich man’s accusations and his being fired?



2. Now, consider the Rich Man

a. Why would the rich man commend the steward? 




b. What about the Steward’s shrewdness is the rich man commending




3. Finally, the Rich Man’s Debtors

a. What do you think the ramifications of being commended by the rich man had for the steward?




b. What do you think the debtors reaction was to the steward?  What would your reaction have been?




4. Why would Jesus make a positive example of a dishonest manager, one who had squandered and mismanaged his master’s possessions and wealth?



Who, really, is the unjust steward?  Why?




Luke 16:1-8

1
Jesus told his disciples: "There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. 

2
So he called him in and asked him, `What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.' 

3
"The manager said to himself, `What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I'm not strong enough to dig, and I'm ashamed to beg

4
I know what I'll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.' 

5
"So he called in each one of his master's debtors. He asked the first, `How much do you owe my master?'

6
"`Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,' he replied. "The manager told him, `Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred.'

7
"Then he asked the second, `And how much do you owe?' "`A thousand bushels of wheat,' he replied. "He told him, `Take your bill and make it eight hundred.'

8
"The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 
9
I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.

10
"Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.

11
So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?

12
And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of your own?

13
"No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money." (NIV)

John White’s commentary:

This is a fascinating story that has a great deal to sort through, and (I hope I’m not changing where you were going with the discussion) I think verses 9-13 need to be added to the discussion sheet.  There’s several lessons explicitly stated by Jesus as a result of the story…a story where all of the characters are clearly bad except for the master (who typically would characterize God’s nature) but in this case, commends the dishonest manager creating a bewildering view of how this master can be held up in that way.  What about the manager’s shrewdness is being commended here?  Could it be that the master far more concerned about the well-being and actions of his renters and manager than his possessions?

I love the idea that if Christians were to use wealth as shrewdly as the “people of this world” that our “welcome into eternal dwellings” would be with those we used our wealth on.  More than that, I have to wonder how much better off we and others would be if we spent our wealth more on relationships and eternal things and less on “worldly” things.  How much more real and effective our lives would be in the Kingdom?  Is this precisely why Jesus told this story…to have us see how great it is to use our wealth in this way even if it means that it looks like it’s wasted or lost?  (probably well-timed for a record Black Friday sales day, but alas!)  

I also love the lesson that God entrusts His Kingdom to us, but are we trustworthy to handle the riches of His Kingdom if we can’t be trusted to handle the simple $$ that He entrusts us to steward?  Does God entrust more precious work in the Kingdom with those that have proved themselves with work of the Kingdom of less importance?  Does God withhold from Christians that aren’t ready to use His wealth wisely?  Does God pour out to Christians that may even appear to waste what He has given?  That’ll get some good discussion going! 

Then there’s the whole idea of comparing a servant being able to serve only 1 master to how we serve only 1 master, God or money.  The servant couldn’t really go out and get a job on the side to fall back on so when he lost his job, he had absolutely nothing and he knew it, so his fallback plan was brilliant, even though he served himself instead of the master.  So another question would be how this servant wasting the master’s possessions is like serving God or serving money.  The whole idea of wasting what God has provided us I think provides a great deal more insight into verse 13.

Augie Freda’s Commentary:
“And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.”  An interesting conclusion to a parable from a just and righteous Savior, wouldn’t you say?  Why would Jesus make a positive example of a dishonest manager, one who had squandered and mismanaged his master’s possessions and wealth?  

Consider, first, the dishonest manager for who he is, literally, in this parable.  His life is pretty good, being in charge of a rich man’s estate.  People listen to him, obey his orders, and seek his favor.  Suddenly, something goes awry.  He’s been exposed and adversity, even self-inflicted, strikes.  The manager has some choices, he could have complained, cried “foul” or played victim.  Instead, he stares the adversity in the face.  He finds a solution.  He finds strength.  All while in the midst of the crisis.

But still, he was unrighteous.  How do we reconcile this?

Consider the dishonest manager again.  This time, however, he is an actor playing a part in a “true story” drama.  Unfortunately, the true story being portrayed is that of my life.  I have been given management of our Master’s, Jesus’, possessions.  As a sinner in need of the Savior, I too have squandered many of those possessions entrusted to me.  There have been times I have taken advantage of others, used my appointed authority for selfish reasons, or have not cared for others when the Master has entrusted them to me.

Our faith requires that we accept the responsibility and the accountability of being good managers over His possessions, remembering that we, ourselves, possess nothing.  But, we each are, in fact, the dishonest manager.  We have squandered the items, talents and riches with which the Master has entrusted us to use to glorify Him.  Our faith requires we realize that we are exposed as unrighteous before the Master.  Our faith compels us to confess our sinfulness and ask for forgiveness.  And our faith promises us that through seeking our Master, Jesus, and acknowledging his authority, in spite of our unrighteousness in this life, He will acknowledge us to the Father in Heaven.

May we be always mindful that we are managers for the Master and always thankful in the promise of our faith that we will hear Jesus say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

