          Jacob and Esau

Please read Gen. 25:27-34; 27:1-28:22;Mal. 1:2-3; Rom. 9:13; Heb. 11:20; Heb. 12:16-17

1. Who were Jacob’s Father and Mother? Who was older Jacob or Esau?

2. How do you feel about this story? Does it apply to us today?

3. How would you describe Jacob and Esau in today’s terms?

4. Why do you think God would state that He hated Esau?

5. Why is a birthright important here?

6. Jacob was not a perfect person and had some issues. What were those issues and why did God still choose him?

7. What was the conclusion to the story of Jacob and Esau? Did they reconcile? 

8. How do you see yourself in this story?

Gen. 25:27-34 “ So the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild man, dwelling in tents. And Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

  Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, and he was weary. And Esau said to Jacob, "Please feed me with that same red stew, for I am weary." Therefore his name was called Edom. But Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright as of this day." And Esau said, "Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?" Then Jacob said, "Swear to me as of this day." So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.”

Mal 1:2-3 “ "I have loved you," says the LORD. "Yet you say, ‘In what way have You loved us?’ Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?" Says the LORD. "Yet Jacob I have loved; But Esau I have hated, and laid waste his mountains and his heritage for the jackals of the wilderness."”

Ro 9:13 “ As it is written, "Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated."” 

Heb 11:20 “ By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.”

Heb 12:16-17 “ lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. For you know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears.”

