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Friday Morning 02/24/2012


Ephesians 2:11-22

Seems to me that this passage has a sermon within every verse, so I thought we could answer questions verse by verse. If we don't get through all of them (or one) that's OK. Try to get to the questions on verses 14, 16, & 22 with ** in front of them. I think there are some good truths within these worth delving into.

Scripture Passage:

Ephesians 2: 11-22 (English Standard Version)

11Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,c but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God byd the Spirit.

Ephesians 2:11-22 KJV  

  (11)Wherefore remember, that you being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;

1. What does the phrase “the Circumcision” mean? Discuss modern equivalents.

  (12)  That at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

2. What are the “covenants of promise”? What does it mean to be “alienated from Israel”?

  (13)  But now in Christ Jesus you who sometimes were far off are made near by the blood of Christ.

3. What does it mean to be “made near by the blood of Christ”?

  (14)  For he is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 

**4. What is the “middle wall” and whom does it separate?

  (15)  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

5. What does His flesh have to do with it? What ordinances were abolished?

  (16)  And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:

**6. God “slaying” the enmity or hostility between Gentile & Jew is pretty strong language. What does this word picture say to you?

  (17)  And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were near.

7. What do you think this kind of peace means for us today?

  (18)  For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.  

8. Is this like a back-stage pass to see the band “3rd Session” or something different?

  (19)  Now therefore you are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;

9. what does this “citizenship” look like?

  (20)  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;  

10.  What does it mean to you that Jesus is the “chief corner stone”?

  (21)  In whom all the building fitly framed together grow unto an holy temple in the Lord:

11. What does this look like in the church?

  (22)  In whom you also are built together for a habitation of God through the Spirit.

**12. This is earth shattering to me. Does this mean that we are the temple?

