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In 2 Timothy 3:5, Paul was talking to Timothy about many in the last days that were doing really bad things and described them as “having a form of godliness but denying its power.”  One of the characteristics of the Spirit of God is the idea of the power that is present when that Spirit is present.  This has me thinking of the implications of John 3:3 where John passes on to us what Nicodemus learned in his nighttime meeting with Jesus.  Nicodemus already knew how God intended His people to live and how different life would be by obeying the law.  He was not only a Pharisee who gave his entire life to following the law, but a member of the Sanhedrin, in charge of correctly interpreting the law.  When Nicodemus learns that the change that God wants to do in us is more than just giving us rules to live by to live a better life than before, but to give us Himself in the form of the Spirit, to be born of the Spirit, it’s as if the person is born again because the change is so radical, that the only way to describe it would be to say that we become like a completely different person from the inside out.  So thinking about Thane’s study from last week and the creative and absolute power of God making Himself home in our hearts, it is no surprise that we will not just look different, but be different.  Therefore, I want to explore a couple of passages that reveal how those changes make us so different and born of God.
“3 In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”  4 “How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!”  5 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” – John 3:3-8
1. What does it mean to be born of water and of Spirit?  Why does Jesus quality his statement of being born again by describing it this way?
2. Is there a difference between “seeing” the Kingdom and “entering” the Kingdom?

3. What about physical birth make for good comparisons for spiritual birth?

4. Why does the writer compare being born of the Spirit with the wind?
 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is —his good, pleasing and perfect will.” – Romans 12:2
1. In what ways does this passage have to do with being born of God.

2. To stop becoming like (conforming to) the chain of repeated destructive behavior, we cannot simply change our behavior.  It requires a fundamental transformation of our thinking.  When our mind is transformed, our way of thinking is so different, our actions show it.  Discuss the kinds of actions that would reflect a transformed mind.
a. How would you handle difficulty in marriage?

b. How would you treat someone with a lot of money, power, influence?
c. How would you spend your time on the weekend?  In the evenings?  At work?  With family?

In 1 John 3, there is repeated language about what it means to be born of God.  In 1 John 4 and 5, “born of God”  appears repeatedly.  The questions are related to chapter 3, but I’ve included text from chapters 4 and 5 to help.

“ 1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears,[a] we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.  4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.  7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.” – 1 John 3:1-10
1. What are characteristics of being a son in your family that compare well with being a child of God.

2. What are the characteristics of someone who is “born of God”?

3. In v. 5, Jesus “takes away our sin”.  What does this mean?

4. If we are children of God and are born of God, what does John mean that we will not continue to sin?

5. How is it that we are able to not continue to sin if I see that even after I know that I have been born of God and yet still miss the mark (sin)?
 7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son[b] into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for[c] our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 13 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. – 1 John 4:7-13
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. – 1 John 5:1-5
18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 
– 1 John 5:18-19

