Marriage – Part 1
Read:  

· 1 Corinthians 7:1-16
· Ephesians 5:22-33
“A man doesn’t own his marriage; he is only the steward of his wife’s love.”  ~ Edwin Louis Cole (Ed Cole), founder of the Christian Men's Network
“I can’t control what you bring to me, I can only control how I react to it.” ~ Mike Bartkowiak

For the duration of this discussion, we will focus on what we, as husbands, can control.  Let’s keep the discussion to what we do or don’t do, what we are or are not – this is not a forum to discuss the real or perceived shortcomings and faults of our wives.
Content Questions:

1. “For the husband is the head of the wife just as Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Savior.”

a. How did Christ model “headship” when he was also man?

b. How does Christ continue to model “headship”? 
2. “To the married I give this command—not I but the Lord—that the wife should not separate from her husband (but if she does separate, let her remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not divorce his wife.”
a. What does this say about divorce and separation?

b. Does this imply a different set of “rules” for the husband than the wife?

3. “To the rest I say—I and not the Lord—that if any believer has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her.”

a. Is it appropriate to be and remain married to an unbeliever?  Why or why not?

b. Explain the differences Paul outlines between the believer and the unbeliever. 

c. Can the believer in the marriage save the unbeliever?  

d. Will the believer know?

Application Questions:

4. How do you model “headship” in your marriage?

5. Have you forgiven your wife for ways she may have scarred you?  Have you already forgiven her for the ways that she will?

6. With whom is your covenant of marriage?  Why?

1 Corinthians 7:1-16
Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: "It is well for a man not to touch a woman."  But because of cases of sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband.  The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband.  For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.  Do not deprive one another except perhaps by agreement for a set time, to devote yourselves to prayer, and then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.  This I say by way of concession, not of command.  I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has a particular gift from God, one having one kind and another a different kind.  To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is well for them to remain unmarried as I am.  But if they are not practicing self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to be aflame with passion.  To the married I give this command—not I but the Lord—that the wife should not separate from her husband (but if she does separate, let her remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not divorce his wife.  To the rest I say—I and not the Lord—that if any believer has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her.  And if any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce him.  For the unbelieving husband is made holy through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy through her husband. Otherwise, your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.  But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so; in such a case the brother or sister is not bound. It is to peace that God has called you.   Wife, for all you know, you might save your husband. Husband, for all you know, you might save your wife.
Ephesians 5:22-33
Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife just as Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Savior. Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in everything, to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, in order to make her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by the word, so as to present the church to himself in splendor, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind—yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish. In the same way, husbands should love their wives as they do their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hates his own body, but he nourishes and tenderly cares for it, just as Christ does for the church, because we are members of his body. "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." This is a great mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the church. Each of you, however, should love his wife as himself, and a wife should respect her husband.
