The Lowest Place At The Foot Of The Table
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Luke 14:7-14

7 When Jesus noticed that all who had come to the dinner were trying to sit in the seats of honor near the head of the table, he gave them this advice: 8 “When you are invited to a wedding feast, don’t sit in the seat of honor. What if someone who is more distinguished than you has also been invited? 9 The host will come and say, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then you will be embarrassed, and you will have to take whatever seat is left at the foot of the table!

10 Instead, take the lowest place at the foot of the table. Then when your host sees you, he will come and say, ‘Friend, we have a better place for you!’ Then you will be honored in front of all the other guests. 11 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

12 Then he turned to his host. “When you put on a luncheon or a banquet,” he said, “don’t invite your friends, brothers, relatives, and rich neighbors. For they will invite you back, and that will be your only reward. 13 Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 Then at the resurrection of the righteous, God will reward you for inviting those who could not repay you.”
1) In most of the other Parables that Jesus gives us, they are not as straight forward as what this one seems to be. Why do you think that is?

2) With 106 stories in the bible emphasizing humility, why is humility so important to being a Christian?

3) When looking at different spiritual gifts such as knowledge, teaching, healing, prophecy, prayer and humility, just to name a few. What makes humility different?
4) How can we humble ourselves? Does humility mean putting ourselves down? Is humility the same as self-degradation? What is REAL humility?

5) In verses 12-14, Jesus advises his host to invite people who cannot repay him back. What do you think of this advice? Does this include people who are poor because they are lazy or poor by choice? 

Other things to think about as you leave to go about your day. How eager are you to raise your social status? To be with the “right” people? To drive the “right” car? To own the “right” house? Who are you trying to impress? 
