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6:00 am, April 20th, 2012

For whatever reason, I keep coming back to this passage.  I’ve hesitated doing this because there are so many ideas to discuss here.  But are they all independent ideas or do they relate to each other with a theme?
1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 
1. What are the best ways to “restore someone gently”?

2. Why would it be dangerous to restore someone to cause Paul to caution us to “watch” ourselves?
2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
1. What kinds of ways are there to carry other’s burdens?
2. What is the “law of Christ” and how is this fulfilled in carrying burdens?

3 If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves. 
1. How does someone get to the place of thinking they are something when they’re not?

2. What did you do when you found yourself thinking of yourself more highly than you ought to?  What happened when you kept that belief about yourself?
4 Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, 5 for each one should carry their own load. 
1. What measure should we use to test our actions?

2. What kinds of problems occur when we compare ourselves to others?

3. Wait, I thought we were to carry other’s burdens (v.2).  What gives?
6 Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word should share all good things with their instructor. 
1. What “good things” should we share with our instructor?

2. How often have you shared “good things” with the person you’ve received instruction from?
 7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.
1. How is God mocked here? 

2. Why is a farming image used here to explain the results of pleasing the flesh and pleasing the Spirit?
3. What does it mean to “please the flesh”?  What does it mean to “please the Spirit?

9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
1. What do you do when you get tired of “doing good”?

2. What have you done with fixing the margins in your life (reference last weeks discussion)?

10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 
1. What opportunities do you find yourself missing for doing good?

2. In evangelical circles, there is often so much emphasis on helping the lost and needy that the opportunities for doing good to the family of believers is often missed.  Have you seen this and if so, what do you try to do about it?

11 See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand!
1. Rock on Paul.  Is this your thorn?


