“What Difference Does it Make?”
“It would be a disaster for Christians…to go on dreaming that we can gradually change this formerly more or less Christian country for the better”-  Harold O.J. Brown
“Christians are living holy lives that are having an enormous impact within our society”-  Leith Anderson

1) What do you think of these two quotes?  Which of them makes the most sense to you?

Read Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43

2) What can we learn from Jesus’ answer in MT 13:29?

a) Is Jesus telling us that the proper response to evil is “doing nothing”?
b) It seemed like the servants made a reasonable suggestion to separate the good from the evil.  What may be some of the benefits of allowing them to “grow together” as Jesus suggested?  Would removing the weeds somehow have an affect on the development of the wheat?

c) What is Satan hoping to accomplish as he sows weeds among the wheat?  Why do you think Jesus allows him to do this, and tells his servants to “let them both grow together until the harvest”?
3) Do you think its possible to interpret this parable to mean that whatever you were at birth (wheat or weed) is what you will remain until the “end of age”?  If so, what do you think of that?

4) What do we learn about the kingdom of heaven from this parable?

5) This parable makes me think of the story of Sodom & Gomorrah. (Gen 18: 20-33 & Gen 19:24-28) Did God change his stance on weeds?  What makes the situation in S & G different from the message of this parable?
Here’s what led me to take a look at this parable in the first place:   I had a guy ask (tell) me regarding Christians, “What difference does it make?  I can’t tell the difference between Christians and “normal” people”.  He believes Christians attend church on Sundays, but other than that, there is no noticeable difference in the way they live in this world.  We’ve probably all heard something similar before.
What’s really sad is evangelical pollster George Barna seems to agree with him at least to some extent.  Among other things, these are some of his findings while attempting to determine the difference between the behavior of Christians vs. non-Christians: 
“There appears to be no real statistical difference between Christians and non-Christians in our country when it comes to:
· basic morality, pre-marital sex, porn usage, divorce, giving to charities, honesty, cheating (one of the largest Christian liberal arts colleges in the nation recently  discovered that their students cheated more than the students at the  nation’s secular colleges!), choices of entertainment  and other areas of ethical and moral behavior”
6) Would you tend to agree with these findings or disagree?  What evidence might you use to repudiate Barna’s findings?

7) The guy I was talking to has read the Bible and told me he thinks it describes a beautiful way for people to interact and live their lives.  He just wishes he saw more evidence of it in the lives of Christians.  So, I ask you guys…When looking around the “field”, should we be able to easily observe the difference between the weeds and the wheat?
8) Can you think of any other scripture passages that explain how Christians are to live amongst non-Christians?
Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43
The Parable of the Weeds
24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.  27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.  “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’  29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”

The Parable of the Weeds Explained

36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”  37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.  40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age.41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.

Gen 18: 20-33

20 Then the Lord said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.”

22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the Lord.[d] 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare[e] the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?25 Far be it from you to do such a thing —to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”

26 The Lord said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake. ”

27 Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five people?”

“If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.”

29 Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?”

He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.”

30 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found there?”

He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”

31 Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found there?”

He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.”

32 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be found there?”

He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.”

33 When the Lord had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned home.

Gen 19:24-28
24 Then the Lord rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah —from the Lord out of the heavens. 25 Thus he overthrew those cities and the entire plain, destroying all those living in the cities—and also the vegetation in the land. 26 But Lot’s wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.

27 Early the next morning Abraham got up and returned to the place where he had stood before the Lord. 28 He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all the land of the plain, and he saw dense smoke rising from the land, like smoke from a furnace.

