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Attending Jordan and Dana Menz’s wedding in June, Jordan’s vows were perhaps the most powerful I’ve ever heard spoken.  The wedding was beautiful because the beauty of what occurred that day is wrapped up in the deep love I witnessed of the groom for his bride and understanding that it will have seriously difficult and challenging times along the way as they serve the Lord together.  His words were inspiring and challenging for me.  I don’t think of my wife as my bride nearly as often as I should.  Something about calling her “my bride” helps me look at her better and love her better as a result.  The image of the church as the bride of Christ referenced in Revelation is a beautiful image and is the comparison Paul uses in his letter to the Ephesians to husbands and wives.  So we’re going to look at Ephesians 5 in depth.
22  Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.  

1. What does it mean for wives to be subject to their husbands?

2. What does it mean for the husband to be head of the wife as Christ is head of the Church?

3. Why has this scripture been difficult for women to accept and follow?

25  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 26  so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church [q]in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 
4. Why does Paul describe how we should love our wives like Jesus loved the church?

5. What similarities do you see when you compare the love Jesus has for us with the love a husband should have for his wife?
6. What is challenging about loving your wife like Jesus loves us?
28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 because we are members of His body. 
7. How does Jesus “nourish” us?

8. What does it mean to “nourish” your wife?
9. How does Jesus “cherish” us?

10. What does it mean to “cherish” your wife (see Song of Solomon 4:1-12)?

31  For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she [r] respects her husband.” – Matthew 5:13-16

11. Why must a man leave his father and mother to be joined to a wife to become one?

12. Paul is using this reference to earthly marriage to describe the mystery of the union of Jesus and us, the church.  Why is it significant for Paul to describe Jesus and the church in this way?
13. Men are called to love their wives and women are called to respect their husbands.  Why is the command for men different from the command for women here?
Background into the time Paul was writing:

Jews had a low view of women.  Women were property.  A Jew’s morning prayer started with thanking God for not making him “a Gentile, slave, or a woman.”  Deuteronomy 24:1 says: “When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house...”  If divorce was for “some indecency”, you can imagine how that measuring a woman’s action against this would play out in real life.  
As bad as women had it in Hebrew culture, Greek culture was worse.  Prostitution was the norm.  It was nearly impossible for a Greek woman to have a companion in marriage.  There was no legal process for divorce.   Seneca said that women dated the years by the names of their husbands.   You could be on your twenty-something wife while that twenty-something wife is on her own twenty-something marriage.
9 You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride; 
    you have stolen my heart
with one glance of your eyes,
    with one jewel of your necklace. 
10 How delightful is your love , my sister, my bride!
    How much more pleasing is your love than wine, 
and the fragrance of your perfume 
    more than any spice!
11 Your lips drop sweetness as the honeycomb, my bride;
    milk and honey are under your tongue. 
The fragrance of your garments
    is like the fragrance of Lebanon. 
12 You are a garden locked up, my sister, my bride; 
    you are a spring enclosed, a sealed fountain.” – Song of Solomon 1:9-12

