
The Rest of the Story

Early in my career, I traveled throughout the state of Ohio by car.  The radio was a frequent companion and one of my favorite features was Paul Harvey’s – The Rest of the Story.  Stories tended to follow one of two scenarios – Paul would detail fascinating glimpses into someone’s life and then reveal the identity or start with the identity and then tell us something about that person that few people knew.  Either way, I enjoyed learning fascinating details about life.

I was reminded of Paul and his stories last Wednesday as Deb and I traveled to Ohio to see my uncle, Hobe Cassell.  My brother had called late Monday night to let us know that Uncle Hobe and Aunt Donna had been in a bad accident.  Donna was doing well, but Hobe’s life was in jeopardy.  As we traveled, I shared stories with Deb about my Uncle and his family.  Now Deb has spent a lot of time with the Cassell clan so my stories were of growing up - trips, adventures and some of those little details.  The Cassells were blessed with 4 girls before cousin John came along.  I still remember a fishing trip to TN with my dad, brother, Hobe and John.  The weather was miserable.  We caught zero fish.  And cousin John spent the whole trip with a goofy grin on his face and constantly muttered; “NO GIRLS!”

We arrived at the hospital mid day.  Hobe was awake and knew who we were, but was obviously in great discomfort.  After spending time with him, we went to their home and passed the rest of the day with my Aunt and 4 of the 5 cousins.  As many do in times like this, we shared memories of life with little discussion of the current.  Hobe passed peacefully in his sleep on Friday and we will have attended his funeral the day before this breakfast.

The Bible is full of stories of life lived out in the presence of God.  They are valuable and rich and tell us a lot about how the Creator chooses to come into our lives with a love that is founded in tremendous freedom.  But these are not our stories and our Savior is just as alive today and just as much a part of our story.  We need to share our stories for in the sharing we often discover the presence of the Almighty.  And sharing our story is as much a part of the gospel as those in scripture.  

So if you are still with me after this narrative, I would like to you SHARE your story today.

1. Talk about someone who influenced your life as a child.

2. Share a story about you as a parent or husband.

3. Share a story that involves you and someone else in the group.

4. Share a time when you shared some part of your story with someone else and they saw a glimpse of Jesus in you through the telling.


