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I wish that I could say that there was something more behind this study than what I actually did, but there isn’t. I decided that I really wanted to do some sort of topic from the New Testament so I just opened up my Bible to an area that I knew would be in that area and where ever I opened it up, that is where I would base my topic off of…..really thought provoking, right!

But after looking at where I opened up the Bible to, I think it is really a great area to talk about, with the various things going on inside our group. So, let’s look at some passages from Hebrews, starting at Hebrews 4:14 and continuing through 6:12

Jesus the Great High Priest

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are —yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

5 Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to represent the people in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness. 3 This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of the people. 4 And no one takes this honor on himself, but he receives it when called by God, just as Aaron was.

5 In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him,

“You are my Son;  today I have become your Father.”
6 And he says in another place,“You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. ”
7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.

A Call To Spiritual Growth
11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try to understand. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.

6 Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 2 instruction about cleansing rites, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do so.

4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age 6 and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance. To their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 7 Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. 8 But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned.

9 Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are convinced of better things in your case—the things that have to do with salvation. 10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for may be fully realized. 12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.
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1) Read Hebrews 4:14-16;  Since Jesus is like us in that he experienced a full range of temptations, does that comfort you knowing that he denied those temptations, knowing what those temptations are like? Or do you feel guilty that he could deny them, and you/we cannot?

2) Read Hebrews 5:1-10; Is there a particular verse that sticks out to you? Why?  How do you know when you have been called by God? Have you ever felt that God did not listen to your prayers?
3) Read Hebrews 5:11-14; These verses kind of struck a chord with me because I have long said that too many Christians are stuck in Old Testament teaching and practically disregard New Testament teaching. What is your interpretation of these passages? Are Christians able to tell the difference between a correct use of Scripture and a mistaken one? Are we able to recognize temptation before it traps us or do we rationalize it?
4) Read Hebrews 6:1-12; How do you feel we get past the “basics” or “fundamentals” of Christianity? What do you feel “fallen away from God” looks like, is simply ignoring God’s word when they know better or is it renouncing your belief publicly? Does an unproductive Christian life fall under God’s condemnation?
