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September 14th, 2012 www.men-sharpen-men.org   The Greatest Commandment (part 2)

Matthew 22:34-40 (NIV) The Greatest Commandment 
34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’[c] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[d] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

Matthew 22:34-40 (The Message) The Most Important Command

34-36When the Pharisees heard how he had bested the Sadducees, they gathered their forces for an assault. One of their religion scholars spoke for them, posing a question they hoped would show him up: "Teacher, which command in God's Law is the most important?" 

37-40Jesus said, "'Love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence.' This is the most important, the first on any list. But there is a second to set alongside it: 'Love others as well as you love yourself.' These two commands are pegs; everything in God's Law and the Prophets hangs from them." 
Questions:
1)       Read Matthew 22:34-36.  If you were asked this question, what would you have answered?  How do you think the Pharisees would have answered their own question?
 In our discussion last Friday we talked about how the Pharisees knew the technically correct answer, but failed to live it, failed to understand who their neighbors were, and as a consequence of this failure, did not give their hearts completely  to God. (see Luke 10:25-28) 

We also discussed that it was the Pharisees' endeavor to "tempt" Jesus was their big "error".
2)      What do you think Jesus meant when he said “Love the Lord your God with all you heart and with all your sole and with all your mind?
 Randy had a nice summation statement that said basically, everything I do & everything I am should be wrapped up, consumed by, driven by, and summed up in following God. (Maybe he'll read it again on Friday)
3)      What do you think Jesus meant when he said “Love your neighbor as yourself?
 
4)       How do we define “Love” in this context?
 
5)       What does this look like in our daily lives?

Additional Questions

John 13:33-35 KJV  Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you.  (34)  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  (35)  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

6)
The Instruction to "love on another" seems very much the same as that given in Deuteronomy/Leviticus and Matthew. How then is this command "new"?

7)
What does this "new" command mean in context of Matthew 22:37?

Bonus: Is there a difference between "soul" and "spirit"?
