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Friday, December 14, 2012
Five words that no Husband wants to hear “You Are Not The Father”. But those were the 5 words that Joseph heard from his wife Mary. With Christmas just over a week away, I thought it would be interesting to discuss the Mary/Joseph situation along with some other Christmas stuff.
Deuteronomy 22:20-27
20 But if this thing be true, and the tokens of virginity be not found for the damsel:

21 Then they shall bring out the damsel to the door of her father's house, and the men of her city shall stone her with stones that she die: because she hath wrought folly in Israel, to play the whore in her father's house: so shalt thou put evil away from among you.

22 If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, then they shall both of them die, both the man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel.

23 If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie with her; 24 Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried not, being in the city; and the man, because he hath humbled his neighbour's wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among you.

25 But if a man find a betrothed damsel in the field, and the man force her, and lie with her: then the man only that lay with her shall die. 26 But unto the damsel thou shalt do nothing; there is in the damsel no sin worthy of death: for as when a man riseth against his neighbour, and slayeth him, even so is this matter:

27 For he found her in the field, and the betrothed damsel cried, and there was none to save her.
Matthew 1:18-25
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.

19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily.

20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.

22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,

23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife:

25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name Jesus.
1. Verse 19 says, “Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily”. Why didn’t Joseph follow the Old Testament law and have Mary stoned?  What can you learn about Joseph from this verse?  What emotions do you think Joseph was feeling? How do you think you would have handled this situation?
2. What part of this situation do think would have been the hardest part for Joseph? Explaining what happened to family and friends, just believing that it happened, facing the towns people, being a father to a son that is not his, realizing that his relationship with Mary has been forever changed……something else?

3. Immanuel means “God with us”. Have you sensed that God was with you this past year?

4. Joseph is a role model of a man with noble character.  Is there a place in your life that God is calling you to be a man of noble character?

5. When someone says the word Christmas, what comes to your mind?

6. For a lot of people, a large part of Christmas is the giving of gifts. What gifts can we give to God in the upcoming year?

