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I had a topic picked out a couple of weeks ago after I saw the “viral” photo of a NYC police officer giving a homeless man a pair of boots. I was prepared to ask questions about the best way to help homeless people, whether or not it matters what they do with the money we give them, and if there something else we can do. As do most things that go “viral”, the photo caused a lot of conversation…and then, like a lot of news these days, something bigger and more important happened.
Next time I lead one of our discussions I want to address the issue of helping those in need. 

Today we will talk about what happened in Newtown, CT.
1.  The first thing that comes out of many people’s mouths when a tragedy like this happens is “Why does God allow things like this to happen?”  What does scripture say about what God allows (or doesn’t allow) to happen?
2.  Share your thoughts about the statement on this t-shirt:
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Why do you allow
so much violence
in our schools?
signed,
a’concerned student
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I'mnot allowed
in sehools.
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3.  This latest act of violence has brought out two distinct camps:  gun control vs. mental health.  Where can we go, in Scripture, to seek wisdom and discernment on these subjects?

4.  Is there a conflict (for a Christian) between the 6th Commandment and the 2nd Amendment?

5.  In the book “The Shack”, God tells the main character “Rights are where survivors go, so that they won’t have to work out relationships”.  Defaulting to our “rights” is always easier than having a relationship with someone.  What are some areas in your life that you can put down your “rights” and pick up a relationship?
