Husband and Wife
January 18, 2013
Read:

· 1 Corinthians 7:10-11

· Luke 16:18

· Matthew 19:1-9

· Galatians 6:5

· 2 Thessalonians 3:10-15

Men, I am struggling.  I will explain in detail when we meet, but you might be able to surmise from the Scripture passages what is going on.

The first three Scripture selections address the topic of divorce.  The last two are what came up rather consistently when I did a search on the topic of enablement.  These are what I wrestle with … I’ve now told you the latest developments, read you a letter from one of my children and related what my counselor told me.

1. Is there ever an “enough” effort?

a. If not, how do you reconcile a situation like mine with the two sets of Scripture?




b. If there is an “enough”, how do you know you are there?




2. Is it appropriate to apply these scriptures together?  Are they in context with each other?



3. To quote Bill O’Reilly, “What say you?”
1 Corinthians 7:10-11

To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her husband (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife.

Luke 16:18

"Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.

Matthew 19:1-9

Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and entered the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. And large crowds followed him, and he healed them there. And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, "Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?" He answered, "Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, 'Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'? So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate." They said to him, "Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away?" He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery."

Galatians 6:5

For each will have to bear his own load.

2 Thessalonians 3:10-15

For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of that person, and have nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed.
