I am created to Do Good Works!
(Men-Sharpen-Men.org   -   February 1st, 2012)

Ephesians 2:8-10 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

You are created with a purpose!  You were created to serve God by serving people!  If we are made to do good works, it means we are made to be a blessing to others.  This, the Bible says, is what “God prepared in advance for us to do.”  This is His plan for us, every one of us and not just some.  

1) God says that He created us in Christ Jesus for good works.  What does that mean?  What might “good works” include?  List three “good works” examples for your own life. 
2) Jesus himself said we are to serve others “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve…” Do you believe that “doing good works” is accomplished by serving others?  Explain!

3) Anyone can serve God and do “good works” which God prepared in advance for us to do.  We don’t need a diploma or a degree.  He uses all of us! 
What do you “need” (or required) to accomplish and participate in God’s Plan?

4) God expects us to be “doers” of the Word.  It is comfortable “to just know and not do”, because “to do” requires sacrifices.  James 2:20 says “Faith without deeds is useless”. 

Why is it so hard to be doers?  What holds you back?

5) Paul says in Acts 20:24 “I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus gave me, the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace.”

What does this statement mean to you and what does this look like in your life?  Can you relate to Paul?
