TRADITION
TRADITION

At 3 I started Hebrew school.  At 10 I learned a trade.  I hear they’ve picked a bride for me.  I hope she’s pretty.   From the song Tradition in Fiddler on the Roof.

Today, a mighty river of the Spirit is bursting forth from the hearts of women and men, boys and girls.  It is a deep river of divine intimacy, a powerful river of holy living, a dancing river of jubilation in the Spirit, and a broad river of unconditional love for all peoples.  As Jesus says, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water” (John 7:38).  From Streams of Living Water by Richard Foster.

Foster’s book is about the traditions and movements of spiritual life throughout the history of God’s redemptive movement in mankind.  The author identifies these traditions in several broad categories:

· Contemplative (Prayer)
· Holiness (Virtue)
· Charismatic (Spirit empowered)
· Social Justice (Compassion)
· Evangelical (Word-Centered)
· Incarnational (Sacramental)
In his book, Foster asserts that the divides and schisms in the history of the church have occurred because we tend to become out of balance, focusing strongly on some of God’s desires for us, while leaving other important aspects out.  So God raises up leaders to restore those missing elements in our body (the church).  When that occurs, the leaders are often criticized, persecuted and shunned, but new “streams” grow despite that because God is behind it (see Acts 5:34-39).

Traditions in the church usually start out of God’s prompting, but sometimes they start out of imperfect understanding and interpretation of the Bible. Traditions can point us to God or they can be become obstacles to His desire for us. 
1. Discuss the traditions of the church that you have experienced and how they have impacted your life.

2. Share an example of a time or situation where something that took place within your church created personal pain for you or hindered your growth as a Christian.

3. How do we discern the difference between God ordained activity of the body and those created by man?

ACTS 15: 13-19: When they had finished, James spoke up.  “Brothers,” he said, “listen to me.  Simon has described to us how God first intervened to choose a people for his name from the Gentiles.  The words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written: “ ‘After this, I will return and rebuild David’s fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild,and I will restore it, that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles who bear my name, says the Lord, who does these things’, things known from long ago. “It is my judgement therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God.

4. How do we make things difficult for the Gentiles?

