03/29/2013



Unity and Truth


I have been thinking about the unity of the church, the unity of brothers and sisters in Christ, the need for truth, the need for love, and how these ideas can, should, and do coexist. It seems that we have a tendency to focus on one part or another of these commandments given in Scripture. We see people calling out sin and wonder “where is the love in the accusation?”. We see the ecumenical movement seeming to say “it doesn't matter what you believe, just so long as we are bound together by Jesus” (some parts of the ecumenical movement even say that just so long as you pray to God whatever you call HIM or her). Is there a balance that needs to be achieved between unity and truth? Or is there something more? Something deeper?... I wonder, is there something that we have forgotten as the Church? 

It would seem that because I am asking the question, my answer is “yes”. I have been convicted lately that I, too many times have mistakenly tried to balance unity and truth forgetting that you cannot have unity without truth or truth without unity. It is not a balancing act. Scriptural unity is always based on and rooted in truth, and the essence and nature of truth is to bring about the unity in true believers (the Church, the Bride of Christ). I am convinced that these two are inseparable, so why then do I insist on living out these two separately?

Text for our discussion: Francis Schaeffer: The Great Evangelical Disaster Chapter 8 “The Mark of a Christian”.

***NOTE: Please read and be familiar with these Scripture passages as we will probably not have time to go over them during the meeting on Friday morning. I believe the context is necessary to fully appreciate the chapter we will be reading.

Scriptures:

John 13:34-35 KJV  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  (35)  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

John 17:1-26 KJV  These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:  (2)  As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.  (3)  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.  (4)  I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.  (5)  And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.  (6)  I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.  (7)  Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee.  (8)  For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.  (9)  I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.  (10)  And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them.  (11)  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.  (12)  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.  (13)  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.  (14)  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  (15)  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.  (16)  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  (17)  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.  (18)  As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.  (19)  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.  (20)  Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;  (21)  That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.  (22)  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:  (23)  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.  (24)  Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.  (25)  O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me.  (26)  And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.

Acts 20:22-38 KJV  And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there:  (23)  Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.  (24)  But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.  (25)  And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more.  (26)  Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.  (27)  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.  (28)  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.  (29)  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.  (30)  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.  (31)  Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.  (32)  And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.  (33)  I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel.  (34)  Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me.  (35)  I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.  (36)  And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all.  (37)  And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him,  (38)  Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that they should see his face no more. And they accompanied him unto the ship.

Galatians 4:16 KJV  Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?

Not questions; but thoughts to ponder from Scripture and as we read “The Mark of a Christian” by Francis Schaeffer:

1. Think about what “marks” or sets apart a Christian in context of  John 13 and 17

2. Think about what John 17 says about how the world judges whether we are Christians and whether Jesus Christ was actually sent by the Father.

3. Acts 20 has some thought provoking implications for when Christians disagree. Think about disagreements in relation to love and tears. Think about how many times we abstain from disagreement because we don't want to cause divisions. Think about how many times we disagree, but fail to love the person we are disagreeing with.

4. As we read “The Mark of a Christian”, think about: 

a.) what sets the Church of Christ apart to the outside world,

b.) what relationships should be like for believers within the Church,

c.)  the difference between the “visible church” and the “invisible church” in the context of true unity,

d.) how CHRIST, Paul, Peter & many others exemplified observable, truth-based, sacrificial love.

e.) the simplicity of how we live in true unity that gives an almost undeniable proof of the Gospel.

       5. 
Can unity exist without truth? Truth without unity? 

       6.   After we read the chapter... What do you think?

